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which in Conſciencewe Ne - 
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| The godl of our-own' only, I (#2; - 
der to eterifal Salvation, whielet | 
conceive to be the meaning of that 
of the Apoſtle, Whither you - 
or Drink o or whatſgewer elſe ye) 
let All be done to theiG lor ry of G 
Wherefore, if y rect Sree 4 
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none * True, fo Permamcbe, 4 
| Satisfying, as the joysof 'an up-.. © 
right Conſcience ; te drink of the 
indefecient Torrents of Pleaſure, 
and to be inebriated with'the fulz 
neſs of Gods Houſe. * 

The greateſt Plenty this 
World can'afford to and earthly 
Heart,1s extream Poyerty, aCcor- 
ding. to Sr, Augnſiine, if it be 
without God ; and whatzeyer 
Pleaſures or Hononre may be cn- 
joyed in this Life, will ſtill end 
in Miſery and Confuſion, if they 
advance. not the good -of the 
Soul,in order to its endleſs bleſs- 
ed Lite with God .in Heaven; 
Ubi ſalutis damnum, ibi luerum 
_aulinm, (aith Encherins ; there 
_ tsnogaintobe valued, if there-. 
with our Salyation be :endam-= 
maged; 


maged ; for, if this miſcarcies, all 
is loſt, for an Eternity. 
My Lord, Heavens Providence 
bath placed you in a very emi- 
nent Condition amorigft Men, 
as well by your Noble Extra&i- 
on, as by the propitious influen- 
ces of a Gracious Princes Faz 
vours 3. That your High Rank 
of Nobility ſhould powerfully 
bend your vaſt Soul tothe per- 
formance of ſuch Heroick Ati 
ons of Virtue, as may befit a per» 
 Rimſirous Riſe and 
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nent Prerogative amongſt Truc 
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FIRST PAR T: 


The Importance of Mans Salwati- 
on, manifeſted by divers Mo- 
tives and Con fuderations. | 


& T is an obſervation ra 
> St, Bonaventure , . that 
there are two [thi which 
Goddothallow, which:are 
the.Creat/on and Co. m_ 
| tion of the wor Id ; 5.t 
4- bne,whichi is the work of May alone, end | 
J «bar is $4»; tothe production of which; 
pang doth not formally concur, as. the 
TRY B Pſalmif 


Pſalmiſt affirms of himſ” ?ſal.44 Jin theſe _ 
words, He lovesFuſtice,aud pa ae Ini- . 
quity, and therefore is far from being the - 
Authorand cauſe of it z There is yet -a 
third thing which Gedand Man work to- 
gether, which is our Salvation ; forthe * 
obtaining of which, to his Grace we 
muſt joyn our endeavour, according to 
that common faying of St. dpenine, 
| 2gifecit te ſine te, non ſalvabit tezſone te. 
' He who made thee withour thee, will-. 
not ſave thee- without thee, this is the 
work of Grace and our Will together, as 
the Apoſtle affirms of himſelf , Now ego 
ſed eratia Deimecums not I alone, but . 
the grace of God with me," and therefore 
| we are ſtiled by him Coadjutors and 
fellow - Labourers © with God in- this 
. work, Ft | 
Hence is that of St. Anguſtine, 
E'St. Avg. lib. Hypog. c. 3.] Nec gratia © 
fine libero arbitrio facit hominem habere + 


vitams beatam, nec liberam arbitrium ſi-" 


ne gratia, Grace without our free will / 
cannot make us bleſſed, nor our free. 
will without grace,' though ir be __ 
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what the Prophet ſaid.ofthe. Son of God 3 
 Operatus eſt ;{alutem in medio terre, be 
wrought Salvation in the mid'ſt of the 
Earth, Yert- it js as true, that he re- 1 
quires, that we ſhould deny our ſelves, y 
and affiſt him in'carrying his Croſs, the © 3; 
_ F inſtramentof our Redemption, and ſo 
\ | folfil; as the 4poſtle ſpeaks of himſelf, 
| 41# 0urfleſb, thoſe things which ave want- 
\ | 2ng of the Paſſonof Chrift; thatis, we. 
- .| ſhould. apply his merits and benefit of 
his Paſſion, and render them efficatious 
to us by our cooperation : Wherefore 
it highly 'concerns us ſeriouſly to'confi- 
der this grand affair of our Salvation, 
that we become'not deficient in our ep- 
deavours concerning it, 
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Containing divers C onfiderations 


and” Motives concerning the 
Importance of this Aﬀair. 
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- The firſt Conſideration and Motive; 


"Pro" important Cdaſequence of this, 
firſt appears,  in:thatit ſeems tobe 
the greateſt of Gods works, and the |. 
evd of all che reſt, This our bleſſed 
Saviour infinuated -in his Anſwer to 
the people, when they thus demanded 
of him in St. Fohn, [Fohn 8, 9.) whar + 
ſhall we. do, #t eperemur opera Dei? ta 
perform the works of God? he replyes, } 
Hoc-eſt -q1 Dei, this is the work of God, + 
that you believe in him whom he ſent: | 
L , P To” 5.48 BY. ; — P * ,* +: a . ( 


As if he ſhould have ſaid unto-:them, you 
_ . demand what are the works of God 2 
'inthe Plural number. I anſwer you' in 
the Singular number , that there is bur 
One, for whichhe doth all the reft, and 
that is the Salvation of man, 
- Hence Tertulban . conſidering all 
 Chings in this world, ſaid, Horum boyo- 
' #um nnus «ft-titslss, ſalus hominis : the 
all carry #his Title «pon them, The $ 
uation of man, . When God had Cre- 
| ated this fenfible world with. che'Hea- 
þ veris, Elements, and all Creatures.init, 
hepur this Ticle upon them, © Salvs ho- 
| minis; this was the exd of their being, to 
which they were ordered. 3 'when he 
Createdthe Angels, he-placed this as 4 


t Frontiſepiece upon Them, -$ lus homi- 
| nis, The Sabvation'sf. man; - this is the 
| affair' in ' which they are imployed, as 
| | the 4fpofleCHeb, 1.7] informes us,” ow- 
| nes adminiſivatores8piritiss ," All of them 
| ere adminiſivating _ » ſem for thoſo 
| mwhoare to receive the inheritance of Sal- 
#909, "They labour inceſſantly in this 
afair, c knowing lt'4s the ereateſt work 
We | CO Is 
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6f-God, inwhich they can be imploys ÞJ/ 
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 : K God became Man, if he Preached, 
gave us examples of all Yertnes, inſti- 
tuted the Sacraments, theſe and the like 
Marveis, have this Inſcription upon 
them , .S «lus hominjs, having no other 
end but this | MEN 
If he dyed on the Croſs, it was for this 
deſign, he ſuffered Death to give us 
Life. It was from -this conſideration 
that Teriullian ſaid, Nihil tam dienum 
Deo , quam ſalus hominis; nothing. ſo 
worthy, or beſeeming God, as the $abua- 


tion of man : and St. Thomas gives this 


Reaſon of it becauſe the whole Uni- 
verſe, with all the Ordexs; Diſpoſitions, 
and Marvels init, donor. ſoclearly and 
fally manifeſt hisgrandeurs as the Salya- 


. tion of man 3 for here he makes appear 


his Attributes and ,Perfe&ions, which 
are his Power, WWſdome, Love, in a moſt 
eminent manner; which cauſed the holy 
Dotfor to affirm, In rebus creatls nihil. 
poteſt eſſe miajus quam ſalus ' rationalis 
creature , In all Created things > Mery 
x | yo's 
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85 wot m__—_— than mans Salvation; 
God could have Created Heavens more + 
extended, and more richly adorned, - 
than. thoſe which now rowl- over our 
heads, an Earth more fruitful, than thar 
which now ſupports us: Angels more 
intelligent, than thoſe which now ſing 
his Praiſes in Heaven g buthe could nor 
do any thing more Great, Noble; and 
Divine, than the Salvation of mar : this 
15:it, which after a ſoveraign manner, 
manifeſts his Attributes and PerfeQions. 
This conſideration ſhould cauſe us high- 
ly to eſteem,8& inceſſantly to endeavour 
our Salvation which concerns ſo much 
the glory of God, which we are obliged 
coadvance to our power. And ſeein 

that God, on his part, ſoreally and feri- 
ouflydefires our Salvation, and ſo high- 
ly efteems it, that he Created and Or- 
Seod all things in this univerſe for it; 
ſurely, by our negleRting it, we fruſtrate 
as much as in us lyes, all his defignes, 
and diflolve and reduce to »othing the 
Creation of the world, with all things in 
it; for all things have their being, and 
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what a ſtupendious i»gratitude and cou- 
temps of God and his benefits are inyol- 


ved in this negle&;who is ſo blind as nog 
to difcern.it; and therefore moſt incon- 


fiderate and inſenfible to be guilty of 
ſuch a crime. 


The ſecond Conſideration and Motive: 


The ſecond is taken from our own 
proper Intereſts, which is no leſs than 
our Salvation ;, the loſs of which, ren- 
ders us miſerable for all Ecernity. 


We will begin this conſideration with 


'thoſe remarkable words, with which the 


Wiſe man concluded his Zccleſpaftes ; 
Deum time; fear God and obſerve his 
Commandements : hoc eſt omnis homo z 
for thifis every man; or as St; Ferome 
tranſlates it, Th#s is the end of every mans 


Birth and Being ; from which St. Ber- 


 aard draws this Conſequence; Ergo 
 abſque hoc nihil eft homo, then without 
this, manis nothing: Popes are not inthe 
Yorld to be Popes, nor Kings to be 
f10- Kings; 


conſervation, for no other end but this; * } * 


Kings, nor Wiſe men to be Learned, 
and the like 3 but a//univerſally to be 
ſaved; All the conditions and employ- 
ments which poſſeſs the Spirits of men, 
ro give place to this, and aime at it, 


s 


4 2schei proper object and end, without 


- Which they are in vain, This our-B/eſſed 
Saviour affirms in thoſe words of 
St. Matthew, cap. 16.7 quid prodeſt ho- 


mini; what will it advantage a man, to, - 


gain the whole world, and toſuffer detri- © 


ment in his Soul ? what will it profit a 


man'to have all the pleaſures of the vo- ' 


luptuous ?: all the r/ches the world can 
fflord him ? all the honours that men 
can confer upon him 2 if he were abſo- 
late Monarck of the whole world, if ar 
laſt he loſeth his Soul. -If he had 
all rhe k»owlede of things natural and 
Divine 3 all the beavty that the body is 
capable of, ſuch health for fo long a time 
as he could defire, all rhe' advantages of 
the world which men fo ardently thirſt 
— afcer, all cheſs, inthe judgment of Chriſt, 
4. the Divine Wiſdoo:e of his Father, will 

be umprofirable.if he comes notonly to 


C loſe, 
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fofe, but to ſuffer detriment in his Sout 
For this reaſon, the Royal Prophet ſtiles 
his Soul, his Darling, or his One 5 Erue 
a frames; Deus animans meam, O de 
manu canis unicam meam : Deliver 
Soul froms the power of the Sword, and 
One from the hand of the Dog : He calls 
his Soul his Oxe , not only becauſe as o- 
ther men, he had but one Soul, but be- 
cauſe it was moſt dear unto him , he lo» 
ved it,and procured the conſervation of 
it with all the care anddiligence ; which 
ene imploys to preſerve things; the rarity 
and worth of which, renders them preti- 
ous and amiable, This cauſed St. Chry- 
ſoſtome | Hom. 12. de po. \ to ſay, God 
hath given us two Eyes, two Ears, two 
Hands, two Feet, that if any Misfortune 
deprive us of the uſe of one, we may 
help our ſelves by the uſe of the other, 
Animan vero unam dedit nobis ; but he 
hath given us, but one Soul ; we loſe 
this, we loſe all irrevocably. _ 
The Prophet David [| Pſal. 126, JÞ 
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Soul is always in my hands, to hold ic faſt, 
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that I might not loſe it, bur exerciſe itin 
good works, defend it from all Enemies 
who would ruine it, and always conſider 
the condition of it, according to that of 
St. Bernard, - Non facile obliviſcimuy x 
We do not eaſily forget _ things which 
we hold in pur hands : the care of our 


' Souls ſhould always thus be preſent to 


us. 'That Holy Father thus continues his - 
diſcourſe about this ſubje& , 1f thow arb 
ſo' ſollicitous as not. to neglet# ſmall 
things, ſo vigilant to preſerve thy Corn, 
thy Cattel, thy Money, thy Earthly poſſeſſi- 
ons, ſuch inferiour and ply 51nd things 5 


| art thou not then fooliſh and unreaſonable 


to neglect the Salvation of thy Soul, 
which is thy true treaſure 2 This as 
St. Gregory ſpeaks, 'is to pervert Reaſon 
into extream Folly. | 
The excellence of true reaſon and 
judgment conſiſts , in diſcerning the - 


price of thi pF» and eſteeming them ac- 
cording to their worth, and conſequent- 


ly to make gore acccount incomparably 
| of the Sov] than of the Body z of things 
| we Eter- 


we 


without ſence and judgment, ſeeing he 
judgeth 0: ill of things, which with 

an-excels are: diſproportionable in" va- 
lue. Plats (aid frue, that the effe#- of. 
true Wiſdom, is, to be Wiſe for one's own 


good. Solomon affirmed} Pro. 94 12]. 


as much before him, $4 ſapiens fueris,; 
tibimetipfi. exis ;, true Widom conſiſts 
in being Wiſe to ones ſelf. The Devil 


hath'mote knowledg than all che Learn- 
ed men 0n'Earth, but not one' grain of 


true Wiſdom, being -miſerable for E- 
ternity', and fo infinitely diſtant.from 
eſſential Wiſdom, which 1s God him(clf 
For this'reaſon , Sinners unmindful of 
their Salvation, of what ſpirit and know- 
ledg ſoever they be, are ſtiled in (acred 
Scriptute;Fools and Inſenſible Creatures; 
ſo great is the conce;nfor the Salvation 


of our Souls, that it is tiled by the 4- 


poftle, and commended by him to the 
Theſſalonians {1 Theſ. 4. as. properly 
and particularly our affair z vt veſinuns 


and he: who. doth not do this,' isas one 
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i negotium: dgatis > that you may do'your 
- 2 as though we had bur only hm 
attend to; for other things,about which 
we employ eur labour and care, deſerye 
not this name 3 they are affairs in which 
- the ſucceſs oftentimes doth not correſ- 
pond with. our deſigns; affairs which 
paſs away with little profit, and often 
contrary -to_the grand affair of our Se/- 
Vation. $954k 72 383 
This great affair -of- our : Salvation 
would make. us admire-that. manrer of 
ſpeech ſo frequent amongſt -us, when 
ſeeing any one buſied amongſt this intri- 
oues of Cayrts,in the commerce of Mer- 
chandize;; in.the negotiation of treaties 
- and alliances, and the like , we uſe or- © 
dinarily: to ſay, that he_js 4.9927 of great 
bu fineſſe and affairs z; ut is. an twproper 
ſpeech to :give this name to. imploys 
ments,which are but petite amuf ; 
in which one for the moſt part loſes his 
| time, and often Heaven. © We do-not 
give the name of affaits to-the employ- 
ments of Children ; as whenthey buzld 
their little houſes of dirt ; when they 


ride 
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ride npon a ſtick, and contend with ſuck 
earneſine(s to carry away the glory, and: 
tobe Kings iatheir ſports 5 theſe pueri- 
licies and paſtimes deſerve not the name 
of aff airs, being in themſelves ſo little, 
and ſo momentary : In like manner the 
enterpriſes of men, to build houſes, to 
rchaſe honours, to amaſs riches and. 
the like, ' being not much more greater 
and durable than thoſe of Children, de- 
ferve not thename of affairs: All men 
inthe world have but one affair, about 
which they ought continually to imploy 
themſelves; which is their Salvation; 
i and if they mind this, then one may ſay, 
they are wiſe and able men, and beſied 
about a grand affair. | 
This Tertullian well conſidered , 
when he faid, 11 #e unicum negotium: 1 
have but gon gt in the world to at- 
tend unto, which is the Salvation of my 
Soul.: I abandon what the worldcalls af- 
fairs, 1 decline the intrigues of the Court, 
the School of Philoſophy , the company of | 
Friends, to be vacant to this one affair, 
which I treat of with my ſelf, and con- 
| FEE cerning 
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termine which 1 am imtereſſed; Our 
' Bleſſed $@viour confirms all this, in call- 
- ingthe young man in theGoſpel to follow 
' him, for when he required leave, firſt 
to go bury his Father ; our Bleſſed Savi- 
_ our replyed , Dimitte moriuos ſepelire 
' mortuos; let the dead bury the dead: as 

if he ſhould have ſaid, . as St; Peter Chry- 


' ſogolus obſerves, to bury. the body of 


your Father, is not the moſt importance 
affair you have todoy it is to follow me, 
and to look after your Salvation,” which 
ought to be the firſt i» execution, as it 
isin worth and merit z Terrenus pater pof 
ponendus eft patri celeſti, as that Holy 
Father concludes, The care of. 4 Tempo- 
ral Father is to come after that of our 
Heavenly, 


The third Conſideration and Motive.” 


We may diſcern the importance of 


; our Salvation, by the many crafts and 


endeavours the Devil uſerh to hinder: it; 
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\o-cal = zand as Tertullian 

ſpeaks, - Everſio hominis, operatio ejus ; 
his only work is the ruint of man. The + 
Prophet Hab. ſaith, that cibus ejus e- 
let us, his food is very choice, he deſires td 
devour the Ele : he loves theſe deli- 

' cate morſels; he labours not, but to re- 
fiſt the Salvation of men, and toprocure 
their Damnation , this is his joy and 
triumph : And inthe eſtate of miſery, in 
whichhe is plunged, if he be capable of 
any fitisfaQion,-it is the Darhnation of 
man; for whichreaſon, he is ſtiled by 
our Bleſſed $xvionr in the Goſpel, Inimi- 
ens hominis, the Enemy df man; for be- 
ing not able to revenge himſelfon God; 
he turfs his fary againſt his Servants | 
and thinks he commits a great. outrage 
againſt him, ifhe can reverſe thedeſign 
he hath for the Salvativz of man, and de- 
Face Gods Image in our Soul. He is 
the- Enemy of man, becauſe he knows 
man is to-poffel(s the place he left vacant 
by his revolt; He is the Enemy of may, 
becauſe by this, he thinks' to find ſome 

folace inhis miſery, hayidts ons + 
as | on 


ing.called the Tem 
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| MO , 
___ kim-in- his ſufferings; 2nd (ub< © 
pon which- to exerciſe "his fury's 
ſheu@erhall artifices, employsall this po- 
yer ;. he is alin £0:com- 
pals this, and.t0; ani] \bf Souls. 
He fpeaks as/tbe King ”” anda 10 
Abrabam, Da :wibs wo, Cetera tolle 
this” Give ine the Souls, 4nd Fae all the 

r 7 -bo\68 big: 

' The pleuresof the F efh ave not for 
mt: ;'L milpcife:8iches,; I tebve!Hpnonrs 
tothe Ambitions 5: but for'Bowts; Teon- 
titiually-rhirſt,and can neverbe farisfied; 6 


He,was ſo bold; as to a inſt ot 
ble Af, and cope 
you Ma 6 pp: e-promiled :togive 


| him Honours, Riches, Plehſures,- Al the 
Kingdoms of the Earth:todoits: bc om- 
ms 51 ts debo x; 1Echeſe will I giv e\thee - 

if thou wilt: fall dawn and wor hae 
CO here 7 eps not he makes. of oxe. 
$01; from-itlhicti 8a/27anvs takes hn 675 
taſion tocondemhm the ſtupidiry:of men; 
phony cane et of their 

Me: rk e.' vilesbabbre _ | 
ſows quis Ls ate =? Er 
Wha, © 


- 


A. — 


he 4. 
What madneſs,to have # wile efteems of uy; 
Souls, which in the opinion of the Devil 
are judged ſo pretious*: To ell that for 
a little money, for a momentary pleaſure; 
for a blaſt of Hozovr, which the. | 
Enemy«0f.it,' valued above the whole 
world, ſeeing: he preſentedthat roi-pur- 
chaſe is. This.'extream: folly moved 
the ſaid Selvidnns, thus to exclaim, Np= 
Vu gens emptionis O* venditionis | A 
i ps buying and ſelling'!: the 
Devil gives nothing, and'takes all ! man 
receives nothing:, and: parts with all;! 
When :a*:Merchgnt contracts for any 
Ware, he receives: the price agreed;up- 
on forit;.and the buyer receives the 'Mey- 
chandizen But bere-is the contrary, 
See the foohiſh traffick of Sinners; rhe 
Devil: ſellb| them the: plexfwres of: the 
ſences;..he promiſeth 'them' Honours, 
which are/burſmoak,'Riches, which a 
_ Fheif;a Violence, an Injuſtice may de- 
*privetheniiof;; and in ſelling theſe, ihe 
_ giveschem.nothing;,: becauſe theſe: are 
- Hor attiisdifpoſal,: he:beingnot Lori of | 
them ;. and for theſe; he: receives from 
IR) ; E-7 | - $ 
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u$all the precious things which concerns 
'our Salvation, What a deplorable blind» 
neſs is this of Sinners, to: eteemfo lit- 

of their Souls £ I earneſtly defire, 
that every ene of them would follow that 


1- Counſel of the FViſe men, [Eccleſ. 10. 


31.] Serva animam tuam. & aa ill; 
honorem ſecundum meritum ſuum : Save 
thy Soul, and give it that howour which is 
due unto it , according to its worth and 
dignity. And he adds, 2nis honorifica- 
bit? Who ſhall honour him,who dilbonours 
his Soul? and who can defend or excuſe 
him againſt the juſtice of God,who offends 
4g4inſt his own Soul ? | 


, The laſt Conſideration and Motive. 


We may clearly diſcern the worth of 
our Soul, and the eſteem and care we 
ought to have of the Salvation of it, by 
mt Chriſt did 4d, and ſuffey , for this 
end, | 

\The Salvation of our Soul avails as 
much as it coſts; but it coſt the Blood, the 


Merits, the Life of Chriſt, which are in- 


D 2 figire ; 


. ts. A 


finite 3 from which: we muſt neceſſarily | - 
conclude, that it is of an infinite value; 
Tadvance in this further , for ordinarily 
we value a-thing,. more than the price 
we paid to make it ours, if we be not'de- 
ceivedin it. but the S?n: of- God, who 
hath an infinite Wiſdome, and'ſo cannot 
be deceived inthe eſteem and valuing of 
things, gave ' his Life and 'Merits- to 
purchaſe'tthe- $4/vation of - our Souls, 
may we not then (ay, "that in ſome man- 
ner, he eſteemed them' more than the 


ptice he gave for them, 
* Icandeclare unto you a clearer mani- 
 feſtation of this; Having redeemed our 
Souls with his pretious Blood and Mer- 
rits, he eſteemed this. infinite price- ſo 
' lirtle, as he eſteemed them given him 
gratis by his Heavenly Father, - Quos 
dediſtimihi, John 10 ] whom thou haſt 
rin me. Again, to know.what e- 
eem theiS92 of God had of our Souls, 
after having purchaſed them with ſo 
I a"\price, he calls the Angels $0 

\ Feaſt and Congratulate, not only man, 
but himſelf, as St. Themas oblerves, 
es | [ opuſe, 


A 


| K, OP#(Ce c,63.Jand:to ſpeak with him; | | 
x Ser: were the God of God, andthar 
ly] thefelicity of: the'Soveraign Majeſty de-' 
. zended- on the Salvation of man x; as if 
Po 
10 
0) 
df 


could not be happy, if-man were mi- 
ſerable. - - + NI 650% 
_— ſhewed the price of oy Sal- 
v4tion, rhe great eſteemithe Son of God: 
had of it, that as St, Chryſoſtom ſpeaks, 
sf Mihil indignumi(c putat, quod nohis pro- 
i-j|- ficiat ad ſalutem , He thought not any 
ef thing unworthy of him, which might con- 
duce to our Salvation. If thou comeſt. 
i- | - nowto _— this, by this Crime thou 
Ir commirteſt two grand outrages, Ore 4- 
[= oainſt theSop ofGod,theother againſt thy - 
0 {elf: for the firſt St. Anguſtine obſerves, . 
n [ St. Aug. Sermp. 37. de remp. ] .quy dat 
s pro modica deleetatione : He who gives to _ 
/ the Devil for a ſhort pleaſsre or tranſitory 
- ſavisf ation, that, F which Chriſt gave 
| no leſs than himſelf. Staltam reputat 


3 

0 Chriſlum mercatorem ; By that very atti- 
0 on, condemns Chriſt as afooliſh and ig- 
| + rorant Merchant, Who hath not light to 


diſcover, nor wiſdometo eſteem the 
| true 


tene value of Sovls:, ſeeing be did give © 

an infinite.price for -the. Selvation of 
themz which-thou eſteemeſt asa thing 
of ;nothing. | What an affront is this 
offered to Chrif 2 it: is n0-le(s, as the 
Apoſtle affirms, than to trample, his ſa- 
cied Blood wnder owr feet; 'of which he 
complained by the Pſalmiſt, Sicut aqua 
effuſus ſums, 1 am poured out as water : as 
a-'thing- of .no eſteem, \trampled under 
the feetofall... \ | 
Ah Sinner! this outrage againſt the 
Son of God will fall heavy upon thy (elf, 
when thou: comeſt tolote thy ſoul, and 
to. ſell it to the Devil for a tranſitory 
pleaſure : Haſt thoy any thihg fo preti- 
qus-wherewith to purchaſe it again, .as 
the price tbat was given for it, and-is ſo 
contemned by thee ? St; Chryſologus 
aſſures thee g:no. Quando ram tanti 
emptam perdideris, quomoda poteris eam 
 deinceps emere * When thou loſeſt that 
which was bought with ſo great a price, 
how can't thou purchaſe it again? 0 
Chriſtians\after we have ſeen the eſteem 
that God makes of our Sa{vation, the 
price 


(237 
price he hath given for it, the labours 
and ſufferings that his only Beloved Sor 
did undexga. £9 procure yt £8 us, .the 
deprive us of it, what remains but to 
conclude ? thir this is the gn]y thing in 
which yon ſhould be elnblandd ; the 
grand affair which deſerves the applicati- 
on of your Spirits 3 the affections of youx, 
wills, the force of your bodies: when 
you Have effeted this, you have Yone 
all , if you'miſcatry in'this, "all is loſt 
though you ſhould gain the whyle world 
Ye . + 03 DO CUT 0 M | 


FS a4 © AJ a &# " L TAYETY" 
IA 1A IS 1714 0 1 BF” J 


> % Cg-s C2 
"® | 


þ 444 0+04604 + $4-+4444444 


CHAP; 11. - 
Prerkiaite the Maier, bow we 
' muſhbehave our ſelves inpro* 
:\. . cureng 0hr Sale ation, 


HE who! defires an thing efficact- 
ouſly , labours to obtain it ſeriouſly, 
J diligently, and with perſeverance 
+ which arethe%hree Conditions to be ob» 
ſerved in this work of our Salvation. 


The fir ft, Manner or Condition; 


wy - ” 4 
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We muſt labour in it ſeriosfty, accor- 
ding tothe example of our Bleſſed $Savi- 
ovr, Who out of zeal to convert the $4- 
maritay Woman, travelled halfa day 
in the heats of the Sun, with great wea-- | : 

rinels, | 


[25] 
rineſs and. thirſt to be at the place whi- 
ther ſhe was to come, to meet with an 
opportune occaſion for her Converſion :. 
To make, of another Sinxer, a Pent- 
tent,he went to a batquet,and expe&ted 
there her coming z and he travelled up 
and down, and frequented the company 
'of ſinners to effe@ this great buſineſs, 
which was the end. of his coming into 
the world, St. Paul had the perfe& 
knowledg and practice of this trarh, and 
therefore travelled ſeriouſly ' with the 
whole application of his Spirit, for the 
| Salvation of his Brerhren, Hear how he 
ſpeaks unto them, [| 2 Corinth, 12.] 
Ego autem libentifſime impendam, & ſu- 
perimpendar , pro animabus wveſtris; I ,* 
will gladly ſpend, and be ſpent for your 
Souls ſake : There is not any thing which 
I will not do , to advance your $4lvati- 
on, which is ſo dear and pretious to me, 
that I am ready to give my ſelf to pro- 
cure it. Upon which, is that of St. Am- 
broſe;, Non ſolum ſua, pro eis impendere 
paratum [e dicit, ſed etiam ſeipſum pro ſa- 
Inte animarum : . He is not only content to 
- Had WD g14ye 


=. 


| [26.] 
give thoſe things which are his, but alſo to 
expoſe and give him{elf for the ſalvation 
of their Souls, This Zeal of his, he 
more fully expreſſed in that to the Ro- 
mans, [ Cap. 9. ] Optabam , ego ipſe, M 
Anathemaeſſe 4 Chriſto, pro Cari us 

. meis. 1 did deſire to beſeparated from F 
Chriſt, for the Salvation of my Brethren. 
His own. intereſts drew him to be with 
Chriſt as. his Cupio difſolvi, I deſire to be Þ| , 
diſſolved, ſufficiently teſtifies , bur for 
the Salvation of his Brethren, he was 


| IE | | [ 
content for atime, to be ſeparated from | 
the glory of Chriſt, and to remain here r 
on. Earth, to labour in this work. e 


©» By this we may eaſily openers how || x 
' we ought.co employ the things of this 

world, and expoſe our life too, if it be 
neceſſary for our Salvation, our great af- 
fair in this world. But this which con- 
cerns.us ſo much is ſo lightly paſſed 0- 
ver, that we may juſtly complain with 
thoſe Prophets, [ Jerem. Daniel, Oſee.J 
Deſolatione deſolata eſt omnis terra, quia 
20n eſt qui recogitet corde;The wholeEarth 
is become deſolate,becauſe there is not any 
| ne 
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(27) 
one who ſeriouſly conſiders in his heart, 
We may find many who think of their 
Salvation, but'it is only ſuperftcially , 
not with the heart, and ſo their Fionghts 
are cold and barren; cold, becauſe they 
produce not an ardent deſire to execute 
what they think , they are barren, be: 
cauſe they produce not holy motions and * 
ations. The Devil and Reprobate have 
the'likez the thought of their Beauti- 
rude loſt, is continually preſent to them, 
they know the excellency of it, by ſuf- 
tering the privation thereof; burthis is 
not with the heart, with a conſideration 
which is affeQive, ardent , effeQtive : 
Wheti we Will a thing | efficatiosſly, 
it doth not only buſie our thoughts, bur 
employs our hards, and induſtry, to 1a- 
bour, our #oxgues frequently to ſpeak of 
it; the heart, the hand, the tongue, are 
joyned in this work , the heart to medi- 
rate, the hand to execute, the tongue 
to publiſh it, Ex abundantia cordis 0s lo- 
quitur : Out of the abundance of the heart, 
the mouth ſpeaketh. 


E 2 The 


[287] 


The ſecond Manner or Condition requiſite 
in this work, 


From the Zeal and ſerious confidera- 
tion of our Salvation, ordinarily pro- 
ceeds an exquiſite diligence for the pro- 
curing of itz which is the ſecond Conditi- 
en neceſlarily required in this work, 

Our B. Saviour ith given us an ad- 
micable example in this kind ; the ſa- 
cred Scripture [ Heb. 10.7] faith of him, 
that entring into the world by the miſte- 
ry of his Izcarnation, he ſaid unto his 
Heavenly Father, Tow Will not the 
Sacrifices of the Law, therefore 1 offer up 
the body you have given me for aV it ime, 
to honour your Majeſty , 10 ſatisfie your 
Fuſtice, to appeaſe your Anger, He did 
not delay his ſufferings ro the end of this 
life, but the firſt moment he entered in- 
to the world as May, he preſented him- 
ſelf as a YVidtime. And when he was then 
adored by the Angels, at the command of 
his Heavenly Father, eyen then he. 

would honour him as his Servant and 
| Vittime, 


fe 


[29] 
Viftime. In the whole courſe of his 
life, he travelled ,in this affair with ſuch 
diligence, asthe Pſalmiſ# reſembles him - 
to a Gyant exvulting to run his conr ſe, with 


| an incredible vigour in all the wayes, 


wherein he might work our Salvation. 
His Eſpouſe admiring this in her Canti- 
cles , [ Cant. 2.] compares this courſe 
of his to the ſwiftneſs of 4 Roe and Hart, 
The Angels deſcended and aſcended in. 
Facobs Ladder without repoſe, in the ex- 
erciſe which they continue indefatigably 
for the Salvation of men. Fob by his. 
own example ſhewed us with what fer- 
vour and diligence we ſhould proceed in 
this affair, | Fob 29. } Canſam coup 
ignorabam diligent:ſſime invetigabam : 
If I did not underſtand the rights between 
parties to accordthem, I uſed moſt exqui- 
ſite diligence to underſtand it. 

I did not defer till tro morrow what I 
could do to dayzbut apply'd my ſelf with- 
out delay to all the good works I could 
perform for the advance of my Salvati- 
0. 

_ Tobiasdid often riſe from the Table, 
left 


0 


: [30] 
left his refe&ion, quittedthe Company 
of his Friends; to bury the dead, and 
to exerciſe wotks of mercy towards the 
poorand needy.  4braham ſtood in the 
common ways, 'to find and invite Pi/- 

ims to his houfe, where his Wife and 
Pomeſticks were: buſted in preparing. a 
refe&ion for them. St, Pawlf Ads 5,] 
_ proteſted'to the faithful, hat ror 
poſſible diligence in his Apoſtolical 
funt#ion, That which the examples of 
the Saints inform us; the Wiſe man 
Councelled in his Proverbs, Dil:igenter 
- Exerce agrum tuum ; diligently cultivate 
thy field. We muſt not imagine that he 
ſpeaks here of good Husbandry, but un- 
| der the ſymbol of a field, he infinuates 
- that we ſhould labour with diligence to 
*extirpate vices, to acquire vertues ; to 
increaſe in grace which God beſtowsup- 
on us,” to work out our Salvation by : 
Beſides the Zxamples and Inftruttions 
of the Saints for our diligence in this af- 
fair, reaſon perſwades alſo this truth ; 
we ſee that a man applyes himſelf with 
diligence, to affaits of importance, and 
co 


i L3 I" 
ro things of conſequeace, which have an 
indeterminate and uncertain, time, .of 
which he knows, not the lengthor ſhore- 
neſs: Our Salvation hath theſe two cir- 
cumft ances, the thing is moſt prezjous, 
nd of the:greateft concern, thetime to 
compals. 1t:,.. is altogether uncertain, 
Death , after, which we cannot work, 
' often. ſteals upon us, 'as a Thief in the 
. Nieht, ;when we think our ſelves moſt 
ſecure of life , and therefore it-conceyns 
35 £0 AIDE T0 0s Sainte with all di- 
1gence,, leſt we.be. ſurpriſed unexpeRt- 
edly, as the fooliſh Yar, i and-th 
rich Glutten inthe Goſpel. 2 
. It we have a, Suit in Law;for the pain- 
ing of a poſſeſſion, for the reparationof 
an injury; or the like, we apply att our 
endeavours, we regard not the rigourof 
the ſeaſons, , nor the ſuffering of our bo- 
dies, noy length of ways, we move.g- 
very ſtone that might obſtruct or farther 
our defigns,z.' but. for, our . S4lvation, 
_ which is the greateſt concern we haye in 
ahe world, we think much to ſpend : an 
\Aoar at aSermon, where we may þe'ih- 
I | a ſtructed 


T rr " 


ſiructedin this, andthe means toobtain - || ; 
itz to ſpend half an hour ina day to hear 


Maſs, or to Pray-where we may re- 
ceive grace to carry on this affair with 
Fervour, we are loath to'pive an Alms to 
'2 poor body, to merit the divine ſuc- 
cours; ſuchis our blindneſs and tupidi- 
ty. When we ſuffer any maladies in our 
bodies, as St. Chryſoſtom [ Hom. 22. ad 
-pop. ] affirms , we preſently fend for 
*Phyſitians, we think no coſt much for 
the cure of them, Animam vero vitiis 
"Iaborantem negligimus , But we ſuffer 
- or Souls 10 corrupt aud putrifie in (in. 
' Toprocure aremedy, and to purchaſe 
' an immortal life, for them we are ex- 
tream negligent. 
+ This unreaſonable preferring of the 
- Body before the Sou}, the immortal and 
divine part of us ought co coverus with 
-Confuſton in this world, where we 
-would appear judicious 8 wiſe; & inthe 
, iEan time, we ſhew our ſelves to be un- 
"reaſonable and ſenceleſs. 
.. It was a complaint of St. Bernard , 4- 
- ſpicio genus humanum; 1 behold mankind 
| walking 
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Þ valking from the riſing of the Stin, to thi 
Þ going down of it ;' through the ſpations” . 
Mart and Market of the world , where 
ſome hunt after Rights, others gape for 
Honours, many pur ſve Pleaſures, moſt 
ſpend their time in Vanities and Imperti- 
nencies; few mind the eternal good. of 
their Souls, for which they came into the 
World. Senzcs diſcovered this truth, 
volueris attendeye 5 if thou wilt conſider, 
thou 'maiſt diſcern that a great part ' of 
mens lives paſs away in doing Ill, the 
greateſt part in Idleneſs and nothing , 
the Image of Death, and pomp of 
Vices ; the whole in{ minding and doing 
another thing than which they came for. 
Weread of a Phyloſopher, who buſied 
himſelf thirty years 1n obſerving the 0e- 
conomit of Bees, of a Grave? who (ſpent 
his whole life in Carving and Polliſhing 
one St&fue of Iſocrates, who ſtudied ten 
J24#s to compoſe an Oration which he 
was to pronounce at the Olymprck Exer-- 
ciſes, of many Pliyloſophers, who'Tra- 
velled divers 'Countries ; with 'niany 
dangers and: inconyeniences to acquire | 
7 F * humane 


ot 


hemane knowledg and experiente , halt Y 

not theſe riſe up in judgment and con» i 
demn u3, if we think any ume tedious | as 
to.imploy in the affair of our Salvation 2. 


The third and laſt Condition, neceſſary 
 -- forthirwrh, ©... 


If we defre efficationſly- to be Caved, 
we mult labour with perſeverance, Accor». 
ding.to the example of our B. Saviour on: 
the Croſs, who would-not deſcend from. 
thence to put an end to bis ſufferings;and- 
tothe incredulity of the people who de- 
fired itz butas he ſays himſelf, be. would 
there finiſh and conſummate the work his: 
Father had recommended to him , which 
was,.the Salvation of men for his glory. 
The Wiſe-man ſaid, that omnia tempus 
habent, there is a time for all things, a 
_ time to Sow, and a fime toReap, and 

the like 3 and out of theſe Seaſons, they 
are not tobe done, 

Bur the affair of our Salvation hath 
no'certain time aſſigned for it 3 but the 

whole courſe of. oar life, from the firſt 


bw. 


F B85) 
moment that we'havethe uſe of reaſon, 
*rothe laſt, is to'beiemployed in it, MF 
ſonyer{wades us.thisrruthz and givesns 
£© underſtand of whit impitrance the 
aſfiduity of this 'workis ;/- becaaſtZour 
Salvation depends on the laſt ation of 
our-life'; if that be good, meritorious 
and agreeable to God, it will ave us , if 
| bad, ſure enough we ſhall be_damngd, 
* for as the Tree falls, ſo it ſhall lie: But 
here our death is uncertain, and every 
moment of our like may be the laſt, and 
the fatal ſtroke may ſurpriſe us when we 
think leaſt of it: have we not reaſon then 
rogravel inceſſantly in the affair of our 
Salvation, to ſecure it as much as poſſi- 
bly we can? for unleſs we perſevere unto 
Fe | theend init, we cannot be ſaved. And 
the breaking off this work, and declining 
out of the right way, though ir be bur 
for a time, may be the cauſe of our not 


| #76. Sa ing tothe end, and conſequent- 
hk | !y of our eternal perdition. 
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Many 


mY 
Many examples in-this kind ; $4 
ered. wy Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory afford 
us5..and happy are ye, if we become 
fo wiſe by gs as at all times to be 
Yigilant about this _ 
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The Manner of Life to 


obtain Salvation. 
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| SECOND PART.- 
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C H A P. ql | 

| Of the. divers Lives of Chri- . 
C  ſtians. 

| oy Auguſtine ſpeaking of the An; 


" WO tient Parriarks and Prophets,ſayes, 
' Re, _nou nomine Chriſtiani, they 


. . were not Chriſtians/in Name, but in 
- -__ and: ation, But; we may affirm 

e contrary of many- in our: times, who 
ſtile themſelves Chriſtians ;.they are not 
ſuch really and in effe&, bur'only by 
Baptiſme and Name, WY 


To 


- {030617 
Todiſcover fully x truth unto you,” 
Liballſhew you-the-"diversdives of Chri-' 
ſtiens, and whatis the whch ag , 
rily required to obtain Salvation, For 
we be ſuch, as the lives are we leads 
oo0d, if they be'ſuch 3 bad, if rhey be 
ad, Tohavelife, ſaith Sts Thomas, is 
to have in one the. principle and cauſe of 
Motionz when a;Woman ,vith Child 
perceives the fruit ſhe bears in her, begin 
to move;ſthe fayes,I'know well my Infanc 
is alivez when ones onhis Death-bed, 
if we ſee he hart” not any more motion, 
neither in hands, eyes, lips, or pulſe, we 
 fay;he hathno/-life in him; - From-hence 
wegive by a Metaphor , the name of 
Life ; to a ranning water, to a flame aſ- 
cending in the Air”; :notthatthey have 
properly. life: inthem,” but. becauſe they 
"move, being not in-their:Center,” bur 
tending to ic}. 'We find in the-world four 
ſorts. of Lives,' according to. four. divers 
principles, which give motion toall the | 
ations 'of liying Creatures. The Yege- |. 
Tt4ive: Life, which is that of Plants, 
which is imployed to -nokrifh ahid '3#- 
OF 2 ' oreaſe, 


—— + oO ES ad ma G0 — - Ty. © 


? " trtafe. The $2 16s 
and 4nimals, which condu@ themfelves 
' by ſence. The Rational Life, which'is 


ouided only-by Nateral Reaſon. The: 
true Chriſtian Life , which is governed 
by Faith. If we look amongſt Chriſti- 
ans and Catholicks with the crue eye of 


the Spirit, we may diſcover many fair 
Plants, good Beaſts, and baveft Men, as 
- the world ſtiles them 3 but few rue 


Chriſtians. 
of the Vegttative Life of Chriſtians. 


We may begin this with the ſaying of _ 
the blind Man in St. Mark , when 
Chriſt had open his eyes, he ſaid, Y:deo' 
homines ſicut arbores ambulantes, I ſee 
men malking as Trees, Many perfons: 
who are in eſteem in the world, have no; 
other Life but that of Plants; notorher 
principle of their a&tions, than, that of 


\ Trees, Behold a Merchant, who with! 
. care and diligence Travelleth by Seaand: 
«Land, coucheth late, riſeth early:z/ what: 

| 238 the principle of ehis Motion 2 ' why: 


dotts 


d8th he all-chjis 2 to purchaſe a Houſe, Y.. 
4 Farm, a Poſſeſſion; or thelike, to e- | * 
Rabliſh himſelf on Eafth, as a Tree - 
which ſpreads ics Roots on every ſide, to 
encreaſeand fix it felf deeper and firmer 
- in the Earth 5 and ſo; of apetty-Mercer 
at the firſt, intime become a rich Mer- 
chaiitz as a Plant , which of a petty 
Shrub ar thie firſt; grows up intoa great 
Tree in time, | 
See here again,' Parents of no great 
extraction, and of ſmall revenue at 
the firſt, bur ſo vigilant and active in 
managing their affairs, that they come 


_ to-be-a great Family, and Marry their . 


Children to perſons of honour and qua- 
lity. - One may ſay here, behold an ex- 
cellent and fruitful Tree , which pro» 
duceth ſo many fair graffs to propagate 
withal ; what 1s this, but the life of a 
Plant 2 and.in the mean time, have no' 
- more ſpiritin them, than a Plant , nay 
in ſome reſpect; far worſe : See a Tree 
placed by a Wall, it doth nor-extend irs | 
branches on that fide where the Wall 
caſteth its ſhadow, bur which is warmed 
| - and 
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| : and heated moſt by che comfortable and 
© cheriſhing beams of the Sun : You breed 


A up, and diſpoſe of your Children, which 


are. your branches, Quorum fili; ficut n0- 
welle plantationes : [Pfal, 144+ JiFheſe | 
Children as young Plants , amongſt the 
Grandeurs of the world; which are but 
ſhadows of true greatneſs, and leſs re- 
garded, and viſited by the Sun of Juſtice, 
and gratious influence of Heaven , 2nd 
not onthe fide of Humility and Yertue, 

' which God moſt willingly reſpe&ts , for 

which, many of them thrive Gill. The 
$ like: Errour we may diſcover in”. mules 
tades, whoſe aime and endeavour here, 
is only to advance themſelves and their 
Families in worldly wealth and great- 
nels; to. extend and dilate themſelves 
and their Poſterity on Earth 3 do not 
Trees do the like 2 and can we eſteem 
better of the life of ſuch, than of that of 
Plants, which naturally coyet a deeper 
root and greater growth in the Earth. 
Give me leave to {ay,that ſtichare worſe 
than' Trees and Plants, which ar laſt 
come to a term and ſtand in their growth 


O25. SF”... _ 
| and extent”: buc theſe .vorldlings at ? 

withont bounds and limits in tferr det / 

fires and .endeavonrs , never ſarisfied} 
with the earth, till they be buryed init; b 
0. Earth'; Earth, Earth, hear the word 1 
of our Loyd, as the Prophet Feremy ade 
moniſherh, [Ferem. 22: 29.] and fol } 
low that advice ofthe Apoſtle, Seek and 4 
ſavour thoſe things whith are above, and} ' 
not thoſethings which are 0n Earth's, fot | : 
which you. were not Created, nor have J ' 
your being here, v8 
of the: Senſitive lives of many Chriſtians, 


' 'Many others lead oaly a ſenſitive life, 
and in the judgment of God are eſteem- 
ed no better than Beaffs, conducted only 
by ſenc2,” of ſuch a-one, the Pſalmiſt 
thiis ſpeaks, Comparatus eft jumentis in- 
ſppientibus © He is compared to the fooliſh 
Beaſis, A Labonrer works couragi» 
becauſe he 'is well fed and re- 


ou 
warded, he doth no more than a Horfe 3 
your Servant is faithful to you in his im- 
 ployment, becauſe you'are a good Ma- 
ſtr tohim, fo will your Dogbe for 2 
- piece 


0 piece of bread. A. young.man ſpends 
0 bis whole Morning in.Combing, Carl- 
ing,,Powdering his Hair, in compoſing 
I himſelfaccording tothe Mode , . and one 
'praiſerh him; faying,See what a fine head 
{| of hair he hath, what a-handſame body, 
how neatly adorned; one may givet 

like commendatiogs.to a Horſe which is 
well Limbd, Curried and Dreſſed. 

£0 .You may ſeea young Yirgin,, or. Wo- 
ve | man vainlyattired and tricke up, and ſet 

| outexacly rothe faſhion, by thele ally- 

- | ring chargjs co: draw the eyes of others be 
5, | to behold her, having no ſpiritof Vertue. 
> | or Prudence to be commended. or. de- 
1. | fired with judgment or reaſon; ſuch a 
ly | one in the judgment of the Pſabwiſt, is 
| to be no more eſteemed thana Horſe or 4 
/- | - Mule,& by theWiſe man inEcclefaaſticns, 
h | is compared toa fair8& fats body d8utlock. 
= | - What reproach ſhal ſachhave in the judg- 

ment of God 2 what Shame & Conful- 
-0n? when they ſhall ſee, that being en- 

dued with Reaſon ; & further,thar- being 

Chriftians & Catholicks , they have fol- 

awed noching bur che 0D of ſeree- 
I ' 2 n 


- 
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rod T 
Ta fine,conſider the reſort ofthe thoughs| 
of moſt, and the motive of their ations, 
and you ſhall find them to be noculry | 
but the contentment of the ſences, t 
eaſe and conyeniency 'of their bodies, 
They labour, eat, drink, fleep, ſport for 
their ſenſual pleaſures, Lyons, Bears, 
Bruits do the like : They go to reſt at 
Night to repoſe their bodies, becauſe 
they areweary ; ſo doth a Horſe after a 
hard Journey, or labour, if he finds good 
Litter : They eat, becauſe they are hun- | 
y3 ſo will an Aſs if you give him 
Provender : They breed up their In- 
fants and Children becauſe they are 
theirs, ſo do Beaſts and Birds z We are 
ſach as our lives are; if the principle of 
our aQions is properly our life ; if the 
Motive, out of which we a, is the prin- 
 Ciple of our ations, then, if we do our 
actions out of nd other Motive, bur that 
of Beaſts, without doubt in the judg- 
ment of God, and'men of Reaſon, we 
are no other than Beaſts, Hence is 
' that Councel of St. Ambroſe ; T1bi ergo 
4ttende : Mind and know thy ſelf, _ 
| ©FSg what 


£ 
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what body, power , dignities,, poſſeſſions © | 
thou haſt 3 74 qualem animam « mend 

tem: but what manner of Soul and yijnd, 

from which thy Conſults proceed, and the 

fruits of them are to be referred. The 
Apoſtle councelleth' men, not to be de- 
ceived and deluded in this kind of life, 

[ Gal. 6.) ue ſemina verit homo : That 

which 4 man ſows he ſhall Reap. He who 
ſowes inthe fleſh, from it, ſhall rexp C or- 
1uption and Death, 


of the meer Moral lives of Chriſtians. 


We find others, not ſo brutiſh as ghe 
former, -but yet far from true and good 
Chriſtians, They think they are per. 
fe&, becauſe rational, humane Reaſon, 
Prudence, natural and moral Vertyes 
are the principle of -cheir © Aions. 
They do hold aright the Ballance of 
Juſtice, they will do no injury, be- 
cauſe naturally they love Equity ;, They 
aſſiſt the afflited, becauſe they think 
it reaſon to relieve their like, and they 
 defireto be aſſiſted inthe like Conditi- 
-O0n, They abſtain from fenſual Plea- 
<p G3 fures, 
bY 


(ures, from-carnal. Contents, becanſe | 
they. ate Noble, - and- afpire to greater 
Things, than to be flaves, to their Bo- 
dies, Mejor ſam, & 4d majora nates, 
quam i corpori_ me Servieutem exhibe- 
am. Said a Moral Pagan, 1 am born 
to greater things that-to. be a- drudg to 
wy. Body. They patiently: endure the 
injaries and -affronts offered, becauſe 
= -eſteeni it- proper to a; generous 
Courage, to miſpriſe feeble Spirits, 
and to eſteem them not worthy their 
Chiller , As a:Zyox and)Elephant con- 
' tema the barking of little Doggs: All 
- thi$is,x0 be butan honeſt Man, and one 
of Honour, but far from a good Chri- 
ſtan. a true Diſciple of Chriſt and Faith. 
-Dorothens one time viſited the Sick of - 
his Monaſtery of which he was 4bbot; 
"The Informarian addreffing himſelf to 
him, ſaid Father, I have 4 great Tempta- 
tion of vais Glory, conſidering that you . 
_adwir e my diligence, ſeeing all the Rooms 
. 4d Beds ſoclean and orderly compoſed : 
The $4ins thus replyed, Brather, one 
_ma4y affirms, 1h 4t you are 4 good Valet and 
IE. £0 -.. _ 


Try ". TS1]J-/ C 
Groom'of the Chamber, bat: one cannot 
fay; for wil this, that you are 4 good. Reli- 
pions. | $0 if you are a manof honour ; 
juſt, zealous for the common/good,! our 
- of a natural inclination/only,” or out of 
4 moral and philoſophical Probity;-one 
may ſay, 'tharyou are .a: good: juſtice. of 
Peace, a gobd States-man, Wile, Poli- 
tick, bur-for all rhis,- a manccannor ſay, 
that” you are a yoopd Chriſtian. I donor 
. condemn this morral 'Life as bad, buc 
I rather commend it, as laudable ta.be 
 Pradtifed; Becauſe po So 
comfmirtin Evils5 it 2 
examples Evra and renders = | 
leſs indilpofed For! further :helps: :And 
God of his mercy will ſooner have com- 
paſſion on ſuch, 'then on thoſe; thavare 
vitious, and- corruptin naturalls, and 
offend againſt rhe manifeſt light of Rea- 
ſon: but Lonly affirm this kind of-life 
ſufficient for the obtaining: of 


to be. 1 
Salvation,” Becauſe man.is 'ordainee. iro 
a'Supernatural:end, to whichnarure can» 
not.reach,: nordiſcovert the-means which 
XGod hath ordained : to. —_— 
WEI £ 


*, : ; . * 


end by, nor.the manner how he will be 7 


paces, or ſerved in-order to it. The 
greateſt importance of this life is toſerve 
God in a manner agreeable to himſelf; 


which a man cannot do, unleſs-God ma» 1þ A 


nifeſt his Will to him by Divine Reve- 

lations; which Pagans endeavouring to 
do by.their' an, judgment commit- 
ted unſupportable -extravagancies,. and 
monſtrous :errours 'in- the - manner. of 
their Worſhip. Ariſorle generally eſtee- 
med the greateſt man for: humane lear: 
ning; and one who penetrated further 
\ the ſecrets of nature, then others3-yet 
aSTheodoret relates of him,[ Theod.lib.$, 
de'cura grec, affett. ] He was ſo deplo- 
rably blind in the conduct of his Con- 
ſcience, that he - Sacrificed to his de- 
ceaſed Woman, who had been a Servanc 
to a Tyraxt, and that not once, but of- 
ten is his life, and in that manner-that 
the Athenians facrificed t0'Ceres, which 
was with the moſt Religions Ceremonies, 
which were uſed in' the' ſuperſtions of 
the Gentiles, And therefore he ſaid 
truly, that natural reaſon is as yen 

", 


andblind cowards divine. things; a8 the. 
eyes of -a Batt or Owl are to behold the 
brightneſs of the clear 843. Anddb we 
-not manifeſtly (ce the truth of this now 
; ,anonglt us, by the diverſity of Secs 
I Opinions in-Religion, every one fol- 

3 bving the dictamen bf their natural 
reaſon, atid ſo tun into many abfardi- 
tes in this kind, and are continually 
changeing their judgments, withouc 
F certainty in any. thing, And we ce 
that natural reaſon is weak and de- 
fective, even in:things within-ics own 
Sphear, as appears in the divers and 
contrary Opinions among Philoſophers 
and Scholgftick Divines, and in the 
differences inthe judgments of men in 
-otdinary occutrencesz what... a' blind 
'Guide then mult this needs be in divine 
and ſublimer things * From this then 
we maſt neceflarily conclude, that the 
light of Faith is required to dire& us 
without errour 16 theſe. Aﬀaires. The 
Apoſtle alarms. that. Fedes eft ſubſtan- 
Hiarerun [perandirum : That. Faith i the 
griund of things we hope; forin the next 
PT” | H Life; 
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| Life, and the found 


ation of our Spirit: A 

al Edifice if that be, wanting, there} 
can be no _— if that be not ſound, | {0 
all'muſt fall r6*rhe 'ground. And thei 
Apoſtle farther declares the neceflicy of $: 
this. Accedentem ad deum oportet credgelj © 

' res hethat will come to God he muſt | [ 
1 

! 

} 

[ 

4 

( 

| 


lieve aright - And captivate'his under- 
ftanding and reaſon to the obedience of! 
Faith 3'to which Reaſon muſt be a Hand-F 
maid not a Miſtris, And our Bleſſed 
Saviour tels us, that he who doth not be-Y 
leeve is condemned. And this Faith can} ! 
be bur one , ſo the Apoſtle affirms Una fi- 
des: one Faith, one Baptiſm, one Lord 
of all. Hence is that of St. Falgentins|. 
{ lib. de fide c. 38. | omni. enim homini} 
&c. to 4 man that holds not firmly” the. 
faith and unity of the Catholick Church, | 
neither his Baptiſm, nor Alms, nor Death 
for the name of Chriſt, will profit lim to | 

, Salvation: And $t. Athanatius informs 
| us in his Creed, that he who will be $4- 
ved, above all things, muſt hold the Ca- | 
tholick Faith, entirely and inviolably 
From hence it, neceflarily follows, that 
| 7 


#20 Lmarn; though onr [Politicians imagine - 
Ye the! contrary,. cannot. be Saved. in-any 
d, | fort of Religion, for all theſe cannot- be 
wedh.the only true one, neceſſarily required to 
of $olvation, I will conclude this diſcourſe 
4:3 concerning a. meer honeſt Life, with 
Fe. IT fadamens of St. Auguſtine ; [ Serm, 
© 13, de verb. Apoſt.] The Epicurian Phi- 
Kit ſaith he, pro ed vertue, for - 
conveniency of the Body 3 uſeing mo- 
{ deration in their eating and drinking, in 
I their proſperities and adverlſities, . and 
11a their whole conduR, for the welfare 
f-Þ} of thejr body, that it may in no man- 
+4] ner ſuffer dammage. The Stoick Phi- 
we'll loſophers, being more Spiritual, prat#i- 
nil [ed Vertue for the natural good of the 
| Soul, and Reaſon, to which Vertue is 
| conformable and agreeable, in fine, 
»he blameth them both, that cheir ver- 
'rues. were defeivez and as-the firſt 
is | were Senſual in their moderation and 
4- TESrance , ſo the ſecond were proud 
e- | in their Vertue, which they practiſed 
's | for it ſelf, and! the good of reaſon to 
which they qrdredig, The firſt, ſaith he, 
AH * Hz  4ivgd 


Tiwed dicording- t0:uhe fleſh, the ſerond( 
actarding to the rtaſow of the- Sewl,- brig 
neither according #0 God. So according 
to St. Aug»ſtine, one' is not to reſt "ip: 
the utility and honeſty of vertue 3' bugf 
he will, that a Chrifi4#' Sow! ſhould raiſe} 
1t ſelf higher, to practiſe Vertne for God : 
ro glotify him by it; $6 that the bod 
ſhould not be the end, nor alſo the raj 
rional Soul, 'but' only God, to whom 
it muſt be ordered and referred, He on-fj - 
ly being our ſoveraign good, and ſo-a-{j 
| Jonedeſerves to be deſired 8nd ſeartlied 
for ' himſelf, and 'in*thactmariner as he}: 
hath preſcribed, without' which there 
can be no true Vert” acceptable” tg 
him, and the light of Faith is ken 
ro dire ns/in this, ſeeing humane: rea-{| 
|  Joncannotdoit, Therefore Chriſt fendsÞ}. 
0 us tO his Church, to receave from her his 
, Doctrine -and Inſtructions, and com+ 
mands us to obey her, 'under the penal- 
ty of os Bm as Heathens ind Pub- 
ficans, which he Incurs; who makes his 
imagination his Oracle, his proper fence 
his Do&or, and himſelf the Chnreh he 
wewes, © OO» CHAP, 
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The true Life of a C briftian,which 
| is that of Faith. | 


J- fins autem menus ex fide vivit 5 my 
.' 4 .jaſt one (faith God by the Prophet) 
ſhalt live by faith. There are #00 Sorte - 
of juſt men, oxe according/to-the my 

the other 'according to: Ged3, the jufi 
according to the wridate.thoſe, wha 
are ſo by Humane reaſon, maxims 
of Eſtate, or' temporal 1mereſf,, The : 
juſt according to. God are thoſe, who 
have F4ih for the Prixciple of their 
ations, .and-y»le of their lives. A 
juſt man according to che wirld doth 
not injury to afy, becauſe the light of 
reaſon diQares to him,. whathe would 
&- + 6 } hs Ml £29 5 6.54 ; "not 


not do to another 3 one juſt according 


to God, doth no iojucy to apy, out ot 
ICN. 15 DEcaule ' 


- 2 further motive, w 
Feſss Chriſt commanded and practiſed 


it, for our example, A juſt man ac- 
cording to the world gives almstoan 
indigent perſon, out of a natural com- ' 


paſſion. and tenderneſs of heart, , A 
Juſt man according to God doth it, be- 
cauſe Feſus Chriſt ſaith, What you ſhall 
do to one of theſe little ones, you ſhall do 
9 me; \ becauſe they are members of 
Chriſt. Whoſoever gives 4 cup of could 
water, ſhalt:not loſe his reward, it is the 
promiſe of Chriſt 3 but-he.doth not 
promiſe this reward, if you give an 
-alms to one, becauſe he is one of the 
fame © country,: condition, or ' nature 


ou are of z but if you give it to him, / 
Loonufo he is a Chriſtian, a diſciple of ' 


Chriſt, becauſe he required it .of you, 
& you gaye-it in the name of Chriſt x or 


becauſe he is ordain'd as a companion . 


to glorify God with you in-heaven, A 
gud Sirgain: according to the world, 
TEK - Jeryey 


., 


mot havi done $0 himſelf, that he forula | 


. 


A” 14” —_—_— Wor 


* 


| ferves kis maſter fairhfilly;” becauſe 


expects 4 reward from-him for it: 


he 
| a good ſervant according to God doth | 
it becauſe St. Paul exhorts ſervants, ' 


to obey theirs Maſters , as 7 "l as Chriſt, 


and for conſcience ſake. ,One juſt 
according to the world nouritheth and 

|S brings up his children, becauſe they 
- are his: A juſt parent according to. 


God doth it becauſe they are members 
of Chriſt, creatures ordained for his 
glory. The reaſon of this truth js 
evident, The life of a true Chriſtian is 


x + whe tor life; faith is more aboye 
reaſon, then reaſon above ſence 3 and - - 
as one who lives asa man, is not'go- 


verned by his ſence as beaſts, but by 
reaſon ; ſo he who will live as a true 
Chriſtian, muſt not: follow the con 


duc of naturall reaſon only, as men 


do, but he muſt be direQted'in his life 
by faith aud Zvaygelicall maxims , 
'The glorious name we carry, ras i 


us to this; "The name of. Chriſtians - 


comes from Chriſt, and: by it we pro- 
feſs to be'diſciples and —_—_ of 
SE um g$ 
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him 'and he who belengs to Chref; It 
hr to live and walk as hedid; ſo | i 
the Apoſtle informs us. ' Platoniſts and 
Epicarians were {o called, becauſe they 
were diſciples of P1gto,. and of the 
ſchool of Epicuruss We ſay one is 
a Ciceronian, becauſe he- imitates 
Cicero in writing and ſpeaking. St. Ma- 
thew called thoſe ſouldiers Herodians, {| © 
who belonged to Herod: weare called |: 
 , Chriſtians, and if we will be ſuch in 
" * effe&#, we muſt be true diſciples of } 
| Chriſt, enter into his. ſchool, ſtudy 
his doctrine, obey his commands, pra- | t 
| Rice his maxims ; ſo his heavenly Fa- 
ther commands, Ipſum audite 3 hear and | 
obey him. | 1: 
In my Jadgment, the beſt. reaſon, }* 
the righteſt intention, the holyeſt _Þ; 
diſpoſition, we can have in our ati- F 
ons, is to practice them, becauſe ÞJ 
Chriſt taught them, recommended and 
practiced the like, for our example. 
When' the diſciples of P3thager as: ad- 
_ vanced any propoſition; they altead- 
'ged no proot for it; nor gave ws 0- 
- 1.08 cher 
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 -| it ought nor the'word,-andithe aus + _ .. 
{| thority-of Chriſt,” tq preya 
4 


with -us' Chriſtians ? ſure it ought, if 
> | we had butſuchan eſteem and reſpet 
; [for him, as they had for their Maſter: 
; | If you ask'a Schollar in paynting or 
| vriting, having a nigdell before his 
, eyes, why he paints this viſage.ſo, of 
| frames that letrer-aftet fucha man- 
ner ? he-will anfve you; becauſe his .. 
pattern and example is ſo. If you de- 
mand-'of a Souldier, why he goes on 
{ this fide, or that, ſometimes in the 
wing; ſometimes.in the reer z he will 
| reply, becauſe his E:ſfgn makes the 
like martches, So, he who is. a -true, 
I Chriſtian; a-diſcipte, and Souldier of 
J$.Chrif, practiſerh this or that Vertue, 
Fnot as Philoſophers, becauſe it is excel- 
lent and: befeeming a great coutage;, 
bur becauſe Feſu Chriſt, kis pattern; | 
example and captain; taught it, com+ 
\manded ir; practifed it ; ſome are of- 
rentimes in care, to know what i3 
the will of God, what moſt pleahn 


P 


oe \ 


tohim, and what r0 do moſt for I: | 


obeyed: it, antes ory it-in ev 
_ ; no man knew 'ſo well as | 
moſt conducet tothe glory of } 
God, ora, Sr he teftifieth {19 | 
he did not feek his qwaglory, bat his 
Fathers in every thing z' wehave then |. 
no more to do inthis affair, then-tb Þ* 
conſider,what Feſws Chriſt did teach, | 
command and practice, for ourexam» | 
ple '# For God hath made him'the 
pattern. and example, of all the pre» 
deſtinate, 'as the Apofile informs us 
[Rom.'8.] in theſe words, Whom he 
did foreſee to 'be his, he did pre go 
them: : conformes fieri imagini filli:ſuiz, | 
to become conformable to the image of his | 
Soxn, 'God hath called us of his meroy 
co be Chriſtians, we are not ſuch by 
generation, but by regeneration.z 
nature, by all-its power,cannot. 
a good Chriſtianzit isa work of grace : 
let not a day paſs without: praiſing 
God for this beſt, and let us'ofcen 
| demang 
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and of him,aedentl fron Þ 
x 20 becagp pon cod 'S [ it ſtianss. ? 
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{| and of the Ser 
| fir us.  Whz it profit, 

| | and wad he fayes, if we do nor 
do his Will 2 to conſent _to his Word, 
*1f we obey not his command * to pro- 


ty \Feſs his verities, "if in praQice We fol- 
ND». 'low our vanities? | 
he By this do@rine delivered, we may 
& | difcover the errour of many "miſtakes, 


who ſpeak of Chriſfts bamazity, in the 
like = goon as they do, of other in- 
firm creatures; affirming, that the 
- conſideration of ic,obſcures the brighr 
j. rayes of the Divinity in Contempla- 
"ion; and therefore to become a per- 
"Fe& contemplative, a man muſt ab- 
trac from that and tranſcend it, as 
he wonld do from that of other crea- 
tures. This miſtake of theirs, rhey . 
ground upon t vn. Fo of Me: Deus ww 
not well under them s 4 
H:\Father affirms it ins, 0 ev 


Iz. per-; 
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- "39; to'tranſcendall Creatures, either by } 
--- denying them, or adding ſomthing, ” VY 
ſhew that they are-not, God, and {o that 
we ought nottoreſt in them, if. we ſeek 
God. - But this reaſon holds not good 
in Chriſt, who is both God and Man , 
and ſo as St. Augufine ſpeaks, by the: 
ſame pace we goto him as Man, we aſ- 
cend:to: him as God : And bythe ſame. 
att, we love him as-Man,: we loye him - 
. tao as God, . Butit is notſo.1n the loye | 


of other Creatures ;. for here-is neceſlis 
ry, a refleion,” and an affirmation, thar 
Llove ow not for. themſelves, but for 
God, 


x 
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ecauſe they contain not God in- 
timately in them , ang ſo in loving them, 
my mind dire&ly-by- this tends not God, - 


\ 
i. 
: 
- 
4 | 
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Buc when I love, Chriſt, who is perſo- 


nally God and Man, that a& tends to 
him-as God and Man, becauſe he is both, 
inſeparably. ' Hence faith St. Bernard, 


The: Divinity ſhadomed it. ſelf in 4 body, - 


the bereer' to be ſeen, 
'  $o though che humanity of Chriſt is 


nor 
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vi, hoe 2 pure ſpirit,. yet it isnot ſo fleſh, 
1 5s to. be-an impediment. to the fpirie. 
to] This is the. Doctrine of St. Auguſtine, 
4 Lib. 9. de civit. cn 5. who ſays, that 
kj God being made. partaker of our huma- 
dF nity , Compendium prebuit participande 
3 | divinjtatis ſue; ſhewed a compendious 
e. | way to becqmepartakers of his Divinity, 
-} is that by touching him man, we couch 
ef alſo God , what more compendious ? 
nj Chriſt inform'd us as much in his m"- 
e '| fievration on the Mount, where he 
t 
; 


\ did ſpeak ofhisexceſs which he was to 
accompliſh at Hieruſalem, [_ Luc- 9, 
ſeeing in ſuch a Splendour, Majeſty, 

,. | Glory, he would ſolemnly mention - 
1 bis Death and Paſhon , Moſes and Elias 
| would not be amid'ſt the rayes of Div/- 
ity, without the meditation of Chriſt 
" Crucified; glory became more pleaſing - 
 tothem by it, and that moſt reſplendane 
Viſion was thereby the more eafily ſup- 
ported, withour fear of being oppreſſed 
by the raviſhing violence of its delight- 
fulneſs, 
$2 And 


"0627 
And "FOR is that of Se, 
Aarceſſs divinizatis 5s I 


tanguit paſlonis meditatio , - The con- 
templationofthe Dix 


when the Medication 0 
nd 
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CHAP. Hl. 


: The Lives of the Primitive C ey 
_ Fians propennded, '85.an Ex- 
ample in this kind of Life. \. 


” Ertullion affirms , that the chili 
,ovs/in his time , were of ſuch an 
innocent Life, that they had no 

other crime pretended againſt themby 
[| -aheir Enemies, than their Rel; riew's - 

4 And he gives:the Pagans the : 

. 4 ifchey fay, they have Chriſtians ohes | 
4” Priſons amongſt them for any thing ele 

but for their :Religion. Athenageris 

ſayes in'his Apology, Nullus.Chriſtianus 
malus; There is not any Chtiſtian bad, 
unleſs he diflembles his Religion, Za 
ſebias.relates, that in the time of Dyocle- 
hon, the Oracle of DEAN : oy 


- 1 


the-Juſt had. hindered him from ſpeaks” "t 
ing's Diocleſian demanding who theſe} 
| Juſt wereztheIdolatrous Priefts replyed; | |} 
that they wert the Chriſtians, who led an | ©; 
Innocent life. —— 1 
Pliny Funtor , Writing. td Trajan; | 
ſayes, that he had no Crime to obje& a- 
gaioſt Chriſtians,” but heir Foporpabgy 
If he had knowa the Truth, he would 
have [ai4, then their Devotion; we have 
: the ſame Faith, the ſame Ceremonies,” 
3 the ſame Myſteries which che Primitive }- 
S.. Chriſtians had 4 bat their interior dif- |} 
poſitions;' thetr ſubſtantial :devotiotis, |. 
. their ſolid virtues are ſo ecclipſed in our 

 rime, thatſcarce any thing ofthem ap» 'Þ. 
pears amiongft us ; ſo that we ſeem in re }. 
ſpe& of them, to be Chriſtians only in 
Name. When St; Hierome was called | 
before Chriſt his Judg in a Viſion, and 
the Judg asking tiim, who he was, he | 
replyed; 1 am 4 Chriſtian; the Judy F 

faid unto him, thou lyeſt, Cizeronianus = 
es, non Chriſtianss: Thou att a/Cicero- 
nian, nota Chriſtian z * thou rakeſt more 
delight 'in reading the: works-of Cling. 
| aft. 


ke} -than books of Plex Devotioandehe 
ſe} Judg, commanded an Angel:ep ſcourge © | 
d; I. bi ſeverely for it 5 the marks- of which — * 
an f remained for along time in hisbody, as 
he writes of himſelf to Euſtachinm. 

.. Are'they then -to,be eſteemed true 
'Chriſtians, who ſpend:moſt of their time 

=y in reading frivolous Romances, idle Play- 
"F'-books, and ſuch; fopperies 2. Yoluptuons 

8 Max, if God ſhould demand of. thee, - - 
S,' what att tho *. as ſure enough he will 

ej one. day 3 if thou fſayeſt unto: him, 
= the art a Chriſtian, he will give youthe: 

» | Jyez and fay; you are nota Chriſtian, 

r 1 but an Epicurian,; / you obſerve the pre- 
> | cepts of Zpicurss, not of 'Feſas Chriſt , 

+ | you have made. a: God of your belly, 

# | andyour chiefeit pleaſure hathbbeen to 

1 | fatisfie your bruitiſh paſſions. - cVinilica- | 
I J*rive perſon, if God ſhould demand) of 
. 


"thee; who art thou © dareſt thou' ſay, 

F. thou atc;a:;Chriſtian * - God will con- 

Found. thee» prefently, in ſaying; chon 
art; nota Diſciple of Feſus ChHyſt;;- bur 
rather of Cicero or Demoſthenes, to:te- 

| pelimurpwithinzuſtice g/'co curſe chem, 
7 5 ha K 
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who curſe you z to'rake. Revenge for | 
words ſpoken amiſs, are the maxims of 
Cicero; or of Demoſthenes, or other Pa+ 
gans; not of Jeſus Chriſt, who-taught 
and .praQtifed the:quite contrary 5 as to 
forget Injuries, to pray for our Perſecus 
-tors,0r tender good for evil, Wharwill 
your : Vain Dame: anſwer at the hour - of 
Death,. which may happen ſooner than: 
ſhe expects, when God will demand of 
her what ſhe is 2 will ſhe have the bold- 
neſs to anſwer; ſhe is a Chriſtian ? 'no 
ſure, ſhe knows too well in her Con- 
ſcience, that ſhe is a Worldling, that-ſhe 
lived according to the-Laws and Mode of 
the World, thatſhe hath a heart plunged | 
in vanities 5 and that ſhe feared:more to | 
diſpleaſe a. perſon.of the world, thanto 
offend God - that ſhe thought it not te- 
_ dious toſpend every day, three or four Þ 
hours to adorn and compoſe her ſelf, to | 
appear grateful; -I know not towhom, | 
_ and thought much, even on a day' of 
Communion, to ſpend one hour, to pre- |* 
pare her ſelf co appear agreeableunto | 
God, . In fine, many perſons amongſt 
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Jus; who make. profeſſion 'of 'the' #rve 
OY Faith, will. appear then to: be: no'true+ | 
7 pond rather Antichriſts, having - 
© {lived contrary to the Evangelical Rules 
* | and Maxims delivered. to us:by Chriſt, 

* | 2nd faichfully practiſed by the Primitive 
| Chriſtians, bis true followers, and whom 
"+ | we challenge for our Predeceſſdrs in Re- 
[ligion. Habentes 1gitar, [Hebr. 12.] 
*+ | having ſuch a Cloud of Wirnefles pur 
4: | ®pon-us, let us lay alide every weight 
that cloggs us, and fin that beſet us, and 
Fletus with Patience, run the Race that 
wh 2s ſet before us, looking-unto Feſus, the 
"* | Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
oy -- It is the admonition of the:zApoſile : 
"0 | fach a Cloud of Witneſſes, who ſhew to 
'u$by their lives,how we ought to live,to 
obtain Salvation. An antient Monk, 


{called Machaire,having viſited the Cells 
7 of other Religious, who. lived: in great 
G _ perfeRion, -returning from thence with 


great Confuſion, humbly (aid, widi Mo- 
- wdchos :- 1 have ſeen true Monks and 
* Religious, in: compariſon .of whom, I 
fi amnot gne,-[ deſerve notto carry thar 
name, Kz: When 
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_ »WhmziT vonſider thefives ofthe ran} 
cient @hriftjans, I cannot butiſay, a#d/1 
- | Chriftiangs:] have ſeentrue Chriſtians; 
inreſpe& ofxyhom, we are burſuch in! 
name and/appearance only; not in effe&;i þ 
ic mannets-and- life, : Bur as Se;Chrys) 
ſoftowwadviſeth, -if that we :cannotatrive) 
to: ſorhigh'a*perfettion,” as the antients/ 
did; yerarleaſt letys do what we canto Þ- 
imitateand follow them 'ralew nubem,\ |- 
fucha'Cloud , If we/ endeavour toimi-! Þ 
tate them ro our power, . they will'be”'Þ 
Clouds which will diſtill down uponus, | 
C- benigne influences,refreſhing dews from | 
5 Heavens 'otherwiſe,they will be Clouds, 
4 which at\che:day of Jadgment will eaſt | 
forth againſt/us Thunderbolts of Ven- | 
geance z 'chey will Accufe; Confoyady 
and /Condemn. us'by the oppofition'of |. 
their former Lives and Vercues.” Werean| 
rhey not frail, as we are? compoſed: of 
the ſamematrers? clogged and/opprefſed 
with the ſame'fle(i © as Tenfible and de-. 
licate as We have we not the ſame God? 
the ſame Jeſus Crucified © Have welndt 
the ame Sacraments Are: we _ 
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| che ſamo-Qharcke And. yer. we | 
| them'ſo'dear.c-: Is ebergagy reaſon; thas! 
| without 2/1iwful Fightand VaQtory, we: 

ſhould:pofſels the ;ſarne om which 


ja | hey Cbhgnetod byiſo maky Combars,. 


ts/ | Carramms ud Hume cxrtepen: Let 


"#5 Tun tothe Fig  fet before thi ; The 4- 
| | poſtleidorh noriay; ' Adrdionam, To the - 


is Þ Crown propoſed ; for if there were no 
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»1©ward, than to have the honour of ſerving 


nu URS or omg mY T's wy 


Crown to be obtained, no Sallary to be 

' received,. yet it would be highly honou- 
" rable for us to Combate in the cauſe 
of God. ms | 

'- How many generous Spirits are in the 
world, who hold it glorious or em- 
loyed in the occafion of venturing their 

d and lives without any other re-.- 


their Prince and-Country ? and can we 


be of fo baſe and ſervile a Spirit, as tobe. 

| .inferiour tothem, in order to God, in 

whom -we -move and have-ourbeing £ 

Let us caſt our eyes on Jeſus Chriſt, 

Aſpicientes in Amthorem fidet ; He is the 
Df | Anuthour 
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= Author of br Fabh, and the to be, A 
look upon him; -noe ſo ei, 1 
brit to implore his ayde and 'ſuccours 5/ 
tharas he isthe Authour of our Faith, th, hd 
may be alſo * che Finithet of oar Hopes y 
 a5he isthe Alpha and nfo he' 
may balloons a and laſt end:, as: 
he is our liberal. Savio a by gh he: 
wy be our han recompence. Bory,! 


This Treatife, Containing 
thePrincipal means 'of -Preſex- 
|  ving and Encreafing: this Life 
a of a True Chriſtian. 


THIR D PAR T. 


CHAP. I. 
The firſt Means is, the Mortifica- | 
on of the Principal Powers and. 

Faculties of the Soul, withthe 


Paſſeons of the ſenſi tive Appe 
tte. 


He greateſt impediment in "the 
affair of our Salvation,” is Wd 
-riour,. which-conſiſts in. the”; 
order of the" powers and. 


ties of che Soul and Paſſions, pe 
| q 
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in'us. For the preſerving of which, 2- 


inſt them, wemulſt practiſe Mortifica-- 
cioh ; by this means to fabdbe and regu=, 
lare 'them, that we be not'cattied head- : 
long by their violence to our-atter ru-. 
ine. . In the ff place it is neceſſary, to _ 


reform the4hree Spirirual Powers of the 


of the fleſh,8 infidelicy of our Sencesall/ 


which agſpice 30 our. 
MOTOR rar | 


, 
: 


- 


< 
] 
i 
! 
4 
| 
| 
! 
; 


Soul, which-are the 7»vellec# Willy and | 
Memory, Which are the principles and }- 


origine of humane Acts,from, which they. 


roceed and depettd,> if they be done 


owingly and voluntarily; if theſe be | 


infected and corrupted - as ordinarily 


they are, no;good can be expected to 


proceed: from them. Concerning the 
InteVeft, weought toeſteem the parga- . | 
\ tionof it, as St. Avguſtine informs us. ' F 


[St. Aug.lib.1.de dottrin.Chriſt. ] Quaſi 
amnbulationtn. 6”. navigationem: AS a 
walking and:navigation to our: Heayen- 
ly Country. For-1t is' the:gajde ofthe 
will which init ſelf is a blind' power, and 

being troubled and diſordered, cauſerh 


an 


wr 
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4 20 irregularity.in all the other facuilties/ 

4 Inche 7nte/ei# gne' may diſcover many ; 

© f faules to. be reforrhed, as 4eworance of 

things, one is obliged to know. -: Incon- | 
fderation and impradence in; executing 
| [#rrovr, by which one apprehends, wkats 

[-, falſe,for a truth; obſt3»cy, to.defend and 

Þ perſevere ina miſtake, after good infor- 

| (mation and: inſtruction, to'-which-. one 

-ought to Acquieſs z Temerity, to judg 

of the} intentions, ations and deſigns _ 

1 -of another; _Garnal and ſefiſual' 374 - 
-dexce and\Grafr, to circumvent others; 
.andcontrive (by ill expedients) worldly 
affaires. Curioſity, to know. things, 

-which it: were more profitable to us to 
be ignorant of. The 1ntele@ vitiated 

by theſe and' che like faults, ought dili- 

» gently to be mortified and reformed; or 
FT els ic wilt be che cauſe of many.defor- 

med humane Ads 5 This: reformation. 


ay be made by diveis means; the chie 
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is; 2:diligent pradZiſe' of, Vertve, which 
produceth:tiue. intelligence, -as the Pro- 
| 'phet David: affirms {; Pal, x23,} Aan- 

datis tnis intellixct: 1 got oa! 


wa 
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by bbſ hy Command. . The cu. 
PO and experience: in 
[Devotion;'is the beſt Miſtreis, by which | 
one" apprehends/ and 'profits molt, - 4-- 
-A0her-mneans is, reading ie Shirieual Books, 
- with an intention 'to obtain Purity of 
Mind,/it Aﬀeive:Prayers. A 
#hird 'means may be, - conferrence” with 
Tilamindred Su try from whom, [they 
may recedve good inſtructions of Salva-: 
4i6n,- and -direQions for their 'condact 
inal Dotbts, Temprations, & RY - 
Difficalries. As forthe 2#emory,it ought. | 
to/ be reformed about the vari ay of 1 E- | 
by arid Solara of. rerrene | 
vairy objects; by which it'.is often |. 
ſoiled; 2afl-in puſuit of which, 'it 'im- 
portiines' 1 the/ [to evil defires and | 
a&ions;"one muſt 'Jabour in this Refer-, + 
mation; by: exerciſing” himſelf -in_the Þ 
fFrequent-meditation of Divine things, 
which if 4 man. exerciſe conſtantly, .he 
will in tie* deface and race out the 
Phantzſies "and i ions -of vain. 
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'Obje&s: ſo-that after a faithful labour 
In this, the Soul will-find it ſelf, a3 i 
were 


wc 


4] were abſorpt. in God, and.will entertain 
and-delight it ſelf in nothing {© rin | 
and ſo often,,as in God., The Wig | 
chaſerh ir ſelfproper farisfations a 


which. it is dangerouſly imyoyfoned, 
and whichis the Mother and Nutrſe-of 
allSin and Vices ;/ itperverts theireQtt- 
made of intentions, Rebells againſt the 
commands of God and Superioues., it is 
the Enemy of perfeCtion, the Mur- 
-dever of anintetzour and Spiritual Life, 
- This Mortifacation and Reformagion 
- muſt be afteQed by a Dolorous Con- 
trition for Sin,. by Acts of Abnegation, . 

| by atotal Submiffion ind Conformity 
-tothediyine Will: In fine, the practiſe 
»of alt moral Vertues, with purity of in- 
{+rention, embelliſherh it, as Stars do the 
” Birmament. Next, the ſenſual Appe- 
rite (which is the infetiour portion of the 
Soul inclin'd to the commodities of the 
| body) isto be mortified, with irs Paf- 
ſions; which in-the eſtate of cortupe 
Mature ordinarily are culpable: chey are 
not to- be condemned in:Beaſts, wks 
L2 they 
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tereſts by the motive of ſelf-Love, Nick * 2a 


, chey are-not governed by Reaſon , but 
- jt is far otherwiſe in Map, endned with 
_ arational Spirit, able to diſcern between. 
good and_evill, and tounite himſelf to. 


- 


- God his Soveraign good, whom he 


"gy pare 


| Ong to prefer above allCreated things; 
and by his ſuperiour Reaſon, imploy 
and order all the powers and faculties of | 
his Body, to attain this Good. But we 
ſee the contrary arrive to man, by means | 
of his paſſions which turn him from 
the 'true love of God, repleniſh him 
with impetuous Solitudes, for the pur- 
chaſing of terrene things, , and with'] 
Fears and anxieties,. for the loſs of them. 
They fill. him with impere phantaſies, 
Imaginations and Delights, precipi- 
tite-him into many Errours and Irregu- 
Tarities, employ him more for the cor-»þ 
ruptible Body; which is meat for 
Worms, then for his immortal Soul, the 
Divine Particle in him, cauſeing con- 
tinually Rebellions in; the interiour Ap- 
petite, againſt the Superiour,preventing 
Reaſon and Judgment, and tyrannizing 
ver the Spirit 3 ſo thar they are the 
"Fo 3h ource 


('79 + | 1 \ 
ſource and origine of Sins, which'ruine 
our $alvation;and further a Sou! rowards. 
her: Damnation 3 and' as Lactantins 


ſpeaks | La&#ay. lib. 6. Inftitut.c. 5.) q 1 


Omnia fere, que improbe fiunt, ab his af- 
Pak oriuntur : Almoſt all evils o'r - 
mitred, proceed from theſe paſſions and 
affe&ions, If one would repreſs the im- 
petuofity of choller, all clamours and 
contentions would be appeaſed, not any 


 onewould endamage an other; if one 


would moderate the defire of having, 
there would be no Theeves by land, no 
Pyrates on Sea, no Arms takenup to in- 
vade others Dominions; if ong would 
mortify the concupiſcence of the fleſh, 
every Age atid Sex would be Holy, no 
perſon would do, or.ſuffer, what is in- 


». famous in this kind ; all theſe and the 


like diſcords come from the paſſions, nor 
mortified and regulated: accotding to | 
reaſon. Paſſions thus ordered, are good, 
and about lawful.Objects. | 
"Thus they are Soulgdiers, which Se- 
cond the endeavours of their cheif, 


tuous 


the Spirit: they are 0rnqments of yer; - | | 


. 
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mous. a&tionss 4rdowrs of the heart, | 


> _ Without which it would iſh, But 
* _ the moſt partof men, by the corrup- 
tion from otiginal fin, follow their 
- — natural inclinations and paſtans, by 
which they are hurryed into many 


diſorders and damages, irreparably, _ 
therefore a ſtri& mortification of 
cheſe, is neceſſary to a good and well 
ordered life, and to conferve the ins 
teriour ſtate of the ſoul entire : with» 


- - out the regulating of theſe, a man 1s 


fo far from tending to'/perfetion, that 
atlaſt he will find Yimfelf to: become 

gacivil, barbarous, brutith, wholly 
governed by humoursand phantaſies, 


| withour repoſe in his Soul ; continual- 


ly agitated by difquiers,caufed by his ' 
Cnſgal affeQions, to which he hath - 
reſigned the dominion and empire of 
bis affairs, not capable to govern them 
with any order, ' For which the 4»- 
tients compared ſuch«a man unto an 


_ uncultivated © field, ©over- ran with | 


yeeds, thorhs,bryars; as ſuch a one or- 
dinarily'is,with fins and vices. Theſe 
7 | paſſions 


—-£C 


% 


 Ddebilitace their. violence :and farces, 


-neaus their attempts, thatthey' may 


-— 


"D9v1 


| paſions and affegions may often he 2 
Hind and breaking ' _ 
forth, by prudent foreſight and pre- - ... 


red, from . riſcing 


vention of theoccaſions of them far 
oftent 
tified in us, they lurk Secretly in the 
heart as fire under aſbes, which will 
break forth, with a violence upon oc- 
caſions preſented, .if there be not a 
ſtrong and: vigilant guard ſet over 
them; for;which: reaſon St, Gregory 
Nazianit# 2(cribes the deſtruction of 
«v1, t0:one ſpark of his former paſ- 
fidns, Kirred and blowed' up by occa- 
ſions: In" this we ſhould 4mitate a 
cunning Pylot,: whodhuns a tempeſt, 
when he fees he cannoteattly refiltir, 
Again, oge-.may.Suppreſs theſe paſi- 


ons, by combating generouſly againſt - 


them, not.once or twice; but as often 
as theſe aſſault us4 for this'reirgra- 
4ion.of reſiſtance, will moderate and 


according to that advice! of. Stuluges- 
Fine, that we muſt Truſtrate by -chis 


not 


®S - 


imes when they ſeem to be mor- 2} 


o - '- 
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riot preſume afy more'to riſe ;- haviag . | 
ſooften aſſaulted us in vain. One may -. 
-mortify and moderate paſſions and af: | 
fedtions, by - yeilding- ſomething” to. 
them, and-by making uſe of them a- | 
gainſt themſelves; which is done, by ]: 


giving them ſupernaturall and 'righe 
obje&s. This courſe our Bleſſed $4- 
viour took s St. Paul was of a choler- 
'rick-hot - humour , but. our 'Saviour 
Feſws converted it; he rurned this fire 


1nto a flame of Apoſtolical Zeal ; he 


did not Suppreſs this paſſion,. 'but 


changed its obje&y ſo that. by the. 


ſame arms with which he perſecuted 
his Name, he preached his Goſpel, St. 
Mary Magdalew's paſſion was Love; 


he did not-deſtroy. it, but. converted it, 
preſenting himſelf robe. the obje& of -..4* 


itsthis is an eaſy cure,& an admirable 
triumph, to ufe paſſions themſelvs, for 
an inſtrument,whereby to gain'a.con- 
queſt over them. St. 4uev/tineiteach- 
eth'us this Art,councelling ns,taover- 
come fear. by fear ;” the: feat; of the 
evills of the world, by fearof offend- 


8 - | ing 


* ing God, of incurring hell; and lofitfy 
; | | Heaven; Sc. 7fdort affirms rhe fame,ex> | 
| pticating thoſe words df the'Pſalmift 
Traſcimini,et nolite peccarttbe angry ,but 
| Sith nor : overcome (ſaith He) chollet 
| bycholler it ſelf; give ſoritliſhg r9 
- this paſſion, 'bur to the erid tg delude 
ir, *turn thy choller againſt thy bro- 
ther,to'a hatred againſt your ſelf, and 
yout paſſion, this was the adyice of 
Se.BaſiLfaying,Turn thy anger againſt 
the devil the dsftrojer of Souls,but have 
metcy upon'thy Brother offending thee! 
© - Some hold, that the greateſt expes 
dienit to mortify theſe paſſions is, to I 
| Chaſtice the body, by faſting and rigo- 
” xous auſterities 5 for Which reafor 
many of rhe Saints treated their 
' bodies very tudely; that by this 
4-means, they being debilitared, their - 
Sogls might be niore vigorous in their 
" funQions; and the fleſh leſs rebellious 
 &refradtory to the decteesof reaſons 
From [rence ptoteed the aiiftere Yows 
of religious; crdcifying-our cathal af- 
fettions, chereby to chaſtiſe the rnfo- 
by M lefteies 


/ 


- NT, 7 


EEE one tor 8&3 wo 


&5; , te-and F 
ny: fpieit | 
x, AOT $0 cQR corparal] 
\u015pagyr r& with diſcretion, 
ET, not x akin Chriſt dowd: 
In my-jl he 
beſtand 

ig br tbe Pods bp jel 
the body bythe ſpiritz fon thefeſhivgor 
thus handfed;wherefore itis more'ex+ 
pedienre 32. -mortify theſe -paſſions by 
(tits ; which,conſfidering what is-pro+ 
tables and what hurtful ta. its wig. 
purſuing g-the. former, ant declining 
e latter, and ſo ſweetly draws the 
is.to defiſt from following its vitious 
inclinations, 'For example, a manre- 


A oo af 
,of all atv 
Ny" ere means, 15 vet. 
#0 tame the. 
the ouly, GS hb Be criminal robe | 

e Supexiour part of reaſon and. the 
tion, from generous: reſolutions of 
ſenſitive appetite after it;and forceth. 
Leng ypon the 2000108 of the-ſen-. 


ſitive { SPPRie, 8 d perceiving it e0- 
ged in the de re of things ſuper- 
nog, agd troubled about them, diſ- 


ap- 


>a Xx © 
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of not Me 3.1 4 


, | the diverſity of 


L193 By 
$prooving fach'a. conduttry 
|———d ph vokſcks, pris iP 1 
we. were created. for; paradire'y viot 
mordicacly co:deſire and; purbae rem- 
poralls,but coves and'ſeek eretnalls: 
ani that ir istolitcke-pucpoſe, a0! if 
utades ſelf, for the tranſitory aÞ 
_—— nr m 4 — 
| & topoſleſSour fouls in\pedoeafd 
; patience; , Afr {ch dontildrethy 
and .anteviiodt repreffions; theifoal wi 
a great reſolution frames deſires of 
ſpiricualls, and forceth it ſelf to re- 
' main in peaceand filence;by which it 
attrads after it the ſenſitive appetite, 
afid rationally orders the paſſions of 
it,at leaſt as1long as it remains in that 
condition, O my Soul, thou haſt a 
difficulry to Suffer a diſgrace, thy 
ons ſpur thee forward to reveng ; 
. conſider with thy (elf, that it is fax 
more reaſonable for a Chriſtian to 
imitate the clemency of his Saviour, 
and benignity of the ſame God, By 
rhe like confiderations,” according ta 
paſhons, a manwill 


1 -Wy he- 


= 


the body.-.I. will conclude this firſt 
means with that of the Apoſtle FRym 
ch..8.;].- 1f you live according to the fleſh, 

' you ſbell dye; but if by Spirit, you montt-, 
Jy the deeds of the fleſb, you ſhall lyve.' © 


A 
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CHAP. 11. 
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' | Of Tnteriour and Aﬀetlive"" 


4 ; 


wanting to is, Lefteem it not worthy the 
name of Prayer, The neceſſity. of Pray-- 
| er, to'ſuſtain: this ſpiritual life:of ours, 


pears by: this, That in; Sacred /Writ 
. 4 not any--precept ſo. often repeat- 
ed, nor fo, ſeriduſly recommended to us, 
as this, . Non impedjaris .orare ſemper; 
ccleſ. 18.:22, ] Be not. bindred from 
Prajing alwayes, I is the Copncelat 
, 'd (>, 


» 


Mn HO 
wes 46: iſe Man; no _—_ —_— | 
profirable or neceſlary hinder 
he c Sens 4 in this exerciſe,” 
Prophet David in analy plices of 
hy Þſalms ory to us not - ] 
mor the er, and 
eg "God:; our F. Leith often 
and carefully puts us in mind of this, - 
Oportet ml orare : { Luc. 18. ] Fe | 
ought alwayes to Pray; there is a neceſſi- © 
ty of it, not ſome't his, ot often, but, 
you muſt alwayes Pray : "Anda an, Yi- |] 
gilate page 0mtes, [LuC/2x:; Watk 4 
alwayes P - He did dior +” 
m_—_— of Prayer, b 9 words, | bue I 
(6 by his 0wn exam 1 often af Þ] 
&&nded/Mountdins,anid reryred ineo de-: 
fork places robe mote vaciat©'Pray ey 
art 25 Se; Zak teſtifies, he'/ often f L 
whole'nights in Prayer 4'norforhis on 
xneceſtiries; - but "for. off? inftraRian,; | 
SE; Patil: ſertouſly” cottitnends Yd cont- 
niands this'? © £Theſc/n/Þ; Be inflamt in 
Prayer pr af withous nt6rmifſltn.. And a- 
; Fr T9.'4; py &--Þ 


Wl that you 


"Pray in Frey! 


"But: 


ome goes, oe anon Cj on 
work; as 9: a | 
le But-this cannotbe A Frcs. gi 


' fence of. it, becauſe' Chyſ?: er wrt a 

1 difference between. prayer -abd _ 
| works; my; cage der hcFn 
Faſting, diftin&t t re there 

| _— ww ar hs un- 

ſtood, e 

4 pf. ni 8; x TY nds it 2. jo Ts 
T n:whut other thing 


1 Gal men then to deſire withowt-inter- 

1 », Eternal Life? Let us deſore this 

7 Sor Lord, _— always pray-, and b 
_ es pa 'conceive:any man 


(Þ Hor 4rrapin 
cighola in Foy And ts defire inthe 

| Net dodnprarckabe buy . 
hep es. ſeek and implocethe Di- 

- vine , whether they eat- oF 
kidk;? whar elſe ſoever they:do's' as 
ec 57a clogg'd wich rods, as? 

| wayes | 
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muſt noc underſtand this ſo ſtrialy, thar 


we ſhould notin a moment of time ceaſe 


from prayer, but that very often and: di- 
ligently we ſhould empoy our-ſelyes in: 
it, nor for.other works leſs fieceffary, 0+ 
miitz asif a.Phyſitian ſhouldfay to his 


Patient, ſee that you always eat this kind: . 


of dyer,” and never.intermit it z- he doth 


. not mean by this manner of ſpeech, that - 


he ſhould fic day and-nightarthe Table 


eating 3. but that at convenient times, as - 


2t Dinner and Supper, he fond nor ab 
Rairi from it ': So he is faid always-to 


% 


' Pray, who every dayharh ſer-times cons, 


GIO Jeauers and permits not him: 
ſelf to be. called or hindred from thence, 


We may eaſily continue thisexerciſe alt | 


the day,by the help of j ac» latory prayers; 
| which we. may uſe/at all times, in 'al} 
places and:company g for which St.-4#-! 
ewuſtine commended certain © Monks: 57: 
Eeypt. | | 


rj 


ws cs X Ma eat 
What work or company can hitideg, 
thee from lifting up thy heart roGod &- 7 
My on " 


wiyes defires his Freedom. - Orhers2n-* 
ſwer to this.doubt in-*chis manner ,"'we ; 


x7 * i => Gn od Aft anche th & 2 2a © -@ ky 


-/ 


=. 
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1 | FORT P[c37 in theſe few wierd; 
| Intend\'#nto my.aid O Lord. Gad.s z 
| Salvation; Which wordsC afar 
 to'bemaſt powetfub &effications 
may -uſea variety _of fuchſhorg.ſpeechy 
Thi -miaiſt iſt do faith SE, nes 
here(oever thou art; 0G PRCE.E 
der theo fr8m lifting -&+ | bEart to 
. God 3 1 mau-wert: dref ot 'waſh- 
| > 'the-h6aſe.,.or the 
eaus ay 4; | could 
ed.in-pray- 
gy f _ their Ae int 
| would ,aot Mitrden "hemdiver with a 
mialtie ace of Yoca! prayers, and diſcour? 
 foeMeditations ; bur give more. to the 
uffet jon of the Will, than to the ſpecu- 
| 2ation of the underſtanding , ſpending 
wy of that time in ſerting their affe&i- 
ons on fire towards God: which is the 
rrue end ofprayer;. ,: . 
' A man way. inderſtand the neceffiy 
| of prayer, who'truly confiders che miſe- 
rable eſtare of maj; reduced to ſach 4 
| miſery and poverty” in ſpirituals, that he 
canner of himſelf K/p ſpeak, or think a- 


N/ ty © 


1 
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ry thine that is. grateful to'God, Widaſe | 
8 WA " his bh Spirit, | What\re- 
= | onpoderiag> fare | ROY 
4, Aft; no-purrimony,nor rengrh olabour | 
x his beg © What remedy invthis 
Adirion,-bur'ro beg, (orelfe roperiſh? J| 
. LJOTP nc then out condition, lkero 
Gol by eniodbyrttemeats 15ba 

d by Wayer, ant is means to 
6f hin - wh « SY! whe rota 4 a 
ofallnece 71465 "207?! ws'\oor life, aswe 
are ihſtca&@ed in-theyeaer Nofter ;. by | 
_ asking ouridaily bread ? Che" Salnatton 
6f every Chriſtian depeltast;on God |. 
whom we muſt daily imploretorche ob» | 
taihitg of it, and beeauſe this Salvation | 
of 6urs is in:continual danger, and that | 
every one is bound to procure it with all | 
care and” diligence he can; hence iris, 
that always'we are bound to!pray ro'God 
for it, ſeeing it is not"to be obtainediby 
any othertmeans, than from him, _ 
him. Again, there isn0 mani, who | 
' hot ſomrimes ſinned, nor that hachany: 
warrant-or fecutity Hereaſter not tolinz 
- andin this reſpedl, it 1 mold avortlary 
| or 


w— 
+ C 


— bw 


of 


1 hens, bday ayer, motiadsen tk 

that he would g Teng ...v 
give our former fins; bysatorhart he 
would be' pleaſed :to prevens: with his 

grace, wy we fall againinto. oaher = 

b which. we yn INCYi ' EtEkal 

- Namviation, .' We bave | 4..com 

War, asthe 4phofble ioforms vs 4 i 
 wiſihle and powerkul Enemyes, a0 of our 
felves we are weak and ugalt@ato refit 
and conquer ; how, can we Be for a mo- 
, Mnenc ſecure, if we neglect £0 implore 

= ( ia TOM DLO: 

form Cro.us by 'thar of Exodes ; 

» [Z 977.) where it: is ſaid, har | 
why of aſe ifred up. his hands in prayer, 
did overcome: but when he was 

remiſcin' it, the Awalckztes his Enemies 
did prevail z, from hence that Holy Fa- 
ther concludes, that he is notto be ex- 
cuſed, who would not have his Enemy o- 


. 
of - 
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"| vercome,and yet ceaſeth from prayer,0- 
4 | ratidjugis, iufirmitss hoſtis,as he © OR, 

| . Continual prayer 1s 4 Te Q&- wor [t- 
{ dag. of our E: foe; Weapons 
, againſt bike, who == $tQ weary his 
N 2 Ene- 


ne the < inflags of rayer 2 v' and'| 'c 
= he fa cy xprge exhottati- |» 
ons If chow defireſt to be freed fromdan-"| w 
. pops, 16 overrome the Devil, 1 ſubdue. | b) 
OF the FF to ſuppreſs the ſenſual Appe-"|| hi 
" tes, to root out Vices, to procure Verines, |S 
"Totem Temporals,to love and poſſeſs p 

ERPs, cive thy ſelf ſeriouſly to Pray-" | ic 


S. '* Yar prayer ,.to be. powerful and | G 
efficaribt or a ſupply of ll neceſfiries, C 
muſt be quaMiffied with theſe two ronditi- | f 


ons ef = 
with attention al 
Chrift by his own examp[® 


Firſt, ir muſt be done {fo 
E ion of Spirit '.| d 
\ £6 ie _—_— 
he' made in the Garden, | Imitgediately 
before his Paſſion, R_ us this ; he 
would not proſtrate himſelf there rc 
Heaven! Father before he was abſtrac-- © 
ed and ſeparated from his De there | 
- With him , ' Quantum jattus ef _ A 
 FLuc:22.J; — as the caſt of a ſtone , 


( 

to inform us, that-in this exerciſe. of [ 

- prayer, we ſh6uld dbſtract.our delves I 
from all Creatures. - | 4 

- Thisatthe fiſt wasadefect i in St. Auk } 

* gefine as / he confelleth, '[ Lib. 10,  h 
| Conf, , 


— <w<w_- 
Py : 


by” 


&b E931--.. 
k Conf. Cen 2 Mecumeras , 'S tecum 
- | on exam; Thou wert with me, but'I 
---| was not with thee, - God was with- him 
-- | by his immenſity, but he was not with 
- | him, © by reaſon of his DiſtraQtions: - 
| St. Chryſotow'.. Councelleth that. our © 

| proper ought robe Myſterinm, a'Mift 
L cret and intimare, as knownk fy to 

God, | andinot ſo-much asto our| Ives. 

I Caſſianus affirms, that not/$OWbe a per- 

— [fee prayer, inwhich a maycefleas up-- 
| fonw ies ne ſhogld be not only - 

diltraQed-,  DIIT- dag is Tetired and abr 

ſtrated, a to*be, not only. ſeperated 

from- orhe - put evenfrom himſelf by 

Unior Twith-Gods will; and ſuch a pray- 

er. 1$ a true Miftery and ſecret. It is 

- >Ithe advice of Origen, that the Soul 

1 Þ ould have almays a" fixed Altar init 

F{lf, in which it ſhould- offer up unto 

{ic the Sacrifices and ' Victims of 
[= aiſesand prayer: Ir isthe admonition 

of our .B. Saqygvr in the Goſpe/ , that 


when thou prayeſt, Intra in \cubiculum, 
Enter into thy-Chamber-or Cloſet y 
OG is gt only to by uliderſtpod.of : 

- mate- 


. >, 
- e 
+ _ 
, 


_ Zubitule orat - 


material Chamber, ar . PA of Retines | 
ment, but ofeicering into-the. Heat, &|. 
remaining -incloſed} there; from all the |. 
Worldas St. on: Expounds it, 14 | 
a prays inhis Chamber; |. 
'Y ” thoug «11 it be if the Ghorch. - Loi Solue |- 
Je aveadiwhother maly wraderg 
aluorefe renders the ſame ſence}: 
af dens Habes whiq, cnbd | 
culum*: w haſt thy Chambes, which || 
is thy Hear py jy ate into that Þ 


" 


thou muſt 'Rene + remaine there, | 
in iicloſed, in f meine ee the | 


doors of the Sences bei ang eb 
diſtragked occaſions and*y 
Excluded. This Chamber ' Tat? ehrerl. 


Cells, into-which thou mult enter 3 
cli 


are the three Powers, Memory, Int 


ro meditate of z/ into th Inehet, con 


into ny wi, _ tk AE % 


id 


& 
and Fil: eter into the Memory, being] 
cnly mindfubof God, and what chou argþ 


— 
- 


© » = 
"20 ) din. * : 
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res CL Gantaneds Cad; 14 dw 44 
| riow is of the datyre of a; Tarale, which * 
he | i: on there the © 
wad | | may not be 7 amorous 
Sighes and: 4 
boreal pradtile is De neſt; 
od © ndry Prayers, notas mapy 
Ce F whio lay cds Dragirs ind them- 
bb ' felvesorby'che fre-ide in Hal z:and ſo 
ch heir. Prayers vatiſh a5\Smodk. As 
at] Prayers in _pablick, © Bo Ghar, 
' Fee: one. cangor, enjfiy >the © 1 


 injoy.a; calm" in the midſt of 
k. Waves, 2 repoſe-ia the Sea, cranqui- 
| lity in an; Element croubled, _ 
* Winds and Storms+. Mn os me 

X we ſhut: pur ;Ejes, and 

_ the vbjeRss which inviron-us 3-047 Hay 
"  by:nothearkningts the difcourtes of '6- 
' therss-oar dfouths in talking only-with 
God, ovr Imagin«lon chafing dway vaiti 


and imperfe&t-Thoughes, .by which we 
Hall enjoy Peace and Rexyrement in 


the 
Pa 


<n. I#-T- SEES Song 


- " 4 "Y 


the thidl of Allecnblies; Foſep h would | 
not. manifeſt himſelf:to his \Btechrws; 
till all-thefoyptians; were our.of che 
-_ neither will' Chrif communicate = 
. his Comforts and Sweetneſs to +20 
Af e/£eypizans be preſent," yain im; ; 
c:0ns/and diſtractions, which di irs 
the Peace of iti The ſ#cond condition 
Required" to the efficicy 6f Prayer, is 
phrity of A g.fr om theaffetion of Siri 
as Womert'whb goto'fetch' clean Wa- 
rer;- ate -C: fo! Y 4 Cal ITY -Pots or Veſ- 
ſels cleariſed- ELF ** OLESET - Sic uors; | 
This God' required of 'hisS*Bgt dple, by -_ 
the Prophet. Ifay is DG b- 
mundi eſtore; Walk, an eat. 
remove the evil of your ron oh from | 
a Eyes; Zuxu#jous, remove thy im: -- 
Otol Vindicattve, iy. Anger :and 
© Chollerz Malitiovs, thy Envy; Proud; 
4 hy Arrogance ; Covetous; thy Ava: |. 
tice” Sinner, thy  Abominations yifor 
If thou come ns defyled and ' 
reject 


Ono 43 tone in wat tet ket oo uh re: che 


before the face of God; he" wi 

your Prayers,-as/he alſures you by: his - 
_ , Prophet, Cuns multiplicaotris oratlbuer. 
F - Wheit 


P i 
a 4 MW 


| When you ſhall multiply your. Pray- 
ers, I will not hear youz Manus enim 
. veſtre. Sangutne ſunt plene, Becauſe 

"78 Hands ate full of. Flood, your 


ands are defiled” with .the Zlood of 


Four Neighbokrs. 'by rhany injuſtices 
with your owd. Blood, 'by Sin, ' whic 

Murders your Souls. By the Blood of 
Chrif, (0 unprifed by you: and* thus 
you preſume co. preſent yout Prayers 
to me, : with bloody Hearts and Hands, 
fall. of iniquity, without having clean- 
fed*rheri by che waters of true Contyi- 
tion, Iwill turn my Eyes from your de- 
filed Hands, my. Zars from your im- 
Pute- Prayers, my "Heart from yout 
pblſured Hearts ; I, will . nor hear 


2 you.' 


F © This informs us, that we muſt come 
S. to prayer with contrition for our fins, 
3 with hearts ptire from affeCtion to e- 
vill.” As they report of the Yipey; that 
4 Whenſhegoesto the fountain to drink, 
- the. Yotnirs up her'pdyſon\, thar' ſhe 


* 


"may. not be endangered by,ir's of as. 
the ozfter caſterffour is ſalt water, 


Whet 


% 
\ 
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ceive the celeſtial dey, to conceive 
IN 1 Cn as Wren 
pearls: or as the place on which hy: 
n+ was to. fall, was firſt purged. 

duſt and filth by 


4 
0 
2;precedenr. bla; of 
wind,z vt as the 0idtip; which the ati 
Liof.{1 v FLOIR wy +» + 3 ile 5 Uh | 
rient Fews offered to God, werewaſh- 
edin.a ciſtern'of water, oper at the 
port of the remple, for thatufe, To 
like manner, W/aſb, Pr be clean, b fore 
| You tome to pray, .;f you will baye 
your prayers gratefull to God, and be- 
neficiall to your Souls, 0 
* This 15 the ground, of thar inicou- 
ragement, in holy Job. [6 11-1 / inj- 
quitatem abſtalers a te; if thou, wilt 
remove from thee thy iniquity, then 
thou maylt lift thy face to God boldly, 
without offence, 
The conditions-requiſite to, prayer 
are comprehended in, thoſe few words 


r 


woman, Spiritus eff Deus, Go ASA 
ſpirit, and oughe.to he adored ip ſpirit 
and truth: \in Spirit the interiour 
affection; in truth and verity, by the 
| | urit 
* purity 
Patt 


C\ 


wheh ſhe will open tier ſhell, £0 re- 


of our Bleſſed Saviourto the Samaritan 


A. at . oa 


ni of mind pity intention, i 


Me, withe hout yolu unrary Hate 5 


by) T 


| þ, With bypoctifie 1 1n.S rit, 
X, fetved ty de bly, in RES n- 


; cerely,and cordially. 
vy Motel if 0+ oF didſt but conſide 


p hems mh hy be Fleet Mme per- 
a | Ieverant. to knock ar {the oor of 

is mercy 3 thou w uldft not permir 
7. Whole AM to. paſs without ray- 
1 this Frould. e thy Exercle in 
F monpjg mid-day and night's pray- 
. £ would open the be irfing, con- 
; I the progre(s, conclu ude the end 
. fu thy enterpriſes. 


The reaſan, Phy maſt pegple i 
the world, are pl lunged 1 in 3 Fer 
and ſenſyall life, 15 the defect of 14- 
Lot avs [| prrituall; Praferh the EXEr- 

of why they would enter te 
Paths hearts, 9 dif cover the true 
cauſes of their diſtempers, and ſo 
F. FxIFes to *PPIY conyenient xe- 
| O 3 medies - 


\ 


medies againſt them, If every one 
would be ſolicitous,. to demand of 
God all graces neceſſary, for his ſouls 
conduct in his vocation-and condition, 
it is impoſſible that God ſhould re- 
fiſe him, or that he ſhould ſuffer 
ſhipwrack of his Salvation z becauſe 
God cannot lye, becauſe he js enga- 
ged by his word to give his grace g 
and his light, to condu& thoſe, who 
demand it of him; if their prayers 
be accompanied with requiſite con- 
ditions, with confuſion for their fins, 
a delire of his grace, with interiour 
attention, humility, perſeverance, 
 Dabit Fpiritum bonum; he will give 
his good ſpirit, to thoſe that demand 
it, -and eyery 'one who ſeeks, | ſhall 
find, ſi petiiſſes ; if.thou hadſt asked, 
he would have given. thee the water 
of life. © But many ſpend-whole days 
entirely, without thinking that there 
'# 4 God, or that they have a ſoul to 
fave, riſeing and lying down with- 
out once lifting their hearts to hea- 
yen, Sic equus et muls ; as Horſes arid 
9.0 1.-:.4. * \p ' % beaſts : 


SF” Od 
< 


TS , v 


0, * 


- 4 - W3-- Sf wo 


_ 
[ 


o- w=—e 


D, ; FT FEE. TIAL] 


wW Q _ OQ HH yw ac tt  's 5 WW 


"Tor 1). 


beaſts : others cometo Church, 49 ſee 


and be ſeen, Yo prattle rather then +0 
pray z others for the moſt part, pray 
for - temporalls, ' as honours, riches, 
health and conveniences of the body, 
rather then for the grace and lighe of 
Gods ſpirit, to enable and dire 
them, in the affairs of their Souls'Sal- 
vation ; The prayers of others,are ac- | 
companied with ſuch d:fflra&:ons, ima- 
ginations, '-and negligence; that we 
muſt conclude with St: Fames, [ cap; 
6] petifis, ef non accipitis ; ye pray,and 
receave not, becauſe you ask not as. 
you ought, ' Ofall prayers, all things 
equally confidered,the morning pray- 
ers are moſt profitable; - and 'the 
earlyer,the better. It is a reprehenfion 
of St. Chryſoſtome ['St. Chriſoſt. dedran- 
do Deo ]-qua fronte: with what face 
do'ſt thou behold the riſeing Sun, un- 
leſs thou firſt adoreGod, . who. ſends 
thee that gratefall light 2: Hence in 
the primitive times, "the 'Chriſtians, 
reſorted to the Churches early inthe 


morning, before day-light,” as'Ter- 


tullian 


afie and Mg relates —_ 


which, is that eybortation of 
St, Abongh [5t, Athaya, do virg. 
Oriens ſol vigdeey: \et the rides, 50A 


behold a prayer-book i in CLI 
Boſal informs us, it was the pe 
of Chriſtians. in his time, to. prevent 
er un, in their PRRyrs: The 
Gentiles and. Pagans, by the light of 
reaſon, did. thus adore their Gods, 
Fergll CL43. lhe id Vine of eAneas, 
that firſt of id-pay his vaws tg 
Gad ; moor lin Reoduiſc 7. ]thax 
God thys gopmanded ſes. *ade 1 
ou * Pharrh _ in t 5 moxing 
d, he-goes then farth upto & 
Og to perform ſome kind of T 
doration to them, as Mata 3nd o- 
thers affirm, Pan that. place : this 
Pagen underſtood, that worn ng 6d0- 
ration way molt proper far God. Elias 
CReg.3.18.] granted ro the prophets 
of Baal, the 'mornzng co ſacrifice to 
him, for this: reaſan, as Theodaret oh- 
ſerves, leſt being confounded by his 
Not rf Fae, they mighe _ 
theme 
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C 
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themſelves.) vying that He did not Gtft 
of all inthe _ #ECHIVE a'Satrifiee";- 
ar _ . het oe ren | 
the benefit or rayers 
mes he id , Dell on. ye 4#/ 
in "the Morning thin Wale hetr "wy 
aſe "Wi Shay 'be ve Red » why 
Prayets tec inltgriceit 5 God?, 
decals AA fftits,' -& | tis \ Afb 
diie'to kim ; fo He Ori CT iris; 
who giy es they to dfiotlfer. Is it not ry 
perveflit ty: it” Chilffiins tv itivert 'this 
Order, t to beiticent atid biif{ed about? 6. 
ther things ? St, OY . confoithlls 
Chriſtian 8, Ne IS, Þy this = 

amiple*: oe ok 4place, aft 
men HAT it on nobr *xv ley ritoth 
and to be che Firth Letiing hom 
kim, 4nd think | ita neglect ro'(fferti- 
feriours tb $0 'before Yhetn "in it's”! Blk 


this diligence ," faith he,” is waritii#h 
Chiiſtitfs," in ferdr chbir Devon 
and Seryice to God.:' t | SOWEGC TE 

'they be preveiited th mn ven Py ajifed- 
ſonable and inanihviite eadlitbe, "4Hr 
is this bit to'ptefer, iti (Reetn wiors-8h 


an 


' 04 ? | 
an Earthly King, than of the King of 
Heaven ;. but many hete, ſaith the Hy- 
ly Father, pretend excuſes, by reaſon of 
neceſſary employments 3 bur if the loye 
of God were feryent, andthe eſteem of 
him the chiefeſt above all, ſuch frivolous 
and. cold excuſes would not prevail : 
who more employed in heceſfary af- 
fairs than King David was ? and yet iti 
the Morning he did conſecrate the firſt- 
Fruits ro, God z, lay thou: afide all ex- 
cuſes, and ceaſe to palliate 'Sloath and 
Tepidity under the Cloak of Neceſlity,, 
which is {0 df leaſing to God, that he 
Js;; as 1t were Rrejahs ghtned. and oblidged 


by ir, to; be { ſaring in beſtowing bene- 


fits 5 as he ſpeaks by his Prophet : Za- 
char), x [Cs 47 Cintratts eft anima 
mes in es, My Soul is Rtreightned in 
thew. pv reaſon, 'why theſe 
morning and early prayers are (0 grate- 
fulto.God, maybe this 37, Becauſe" it _is 
the proper; Qffice, of the Angels z, and 
God, to, render us like unto. them, 
would - have._.u Joyn With itheoi ih 
ruins ham Ml is 'manget.. "Thar this 


s hos 
—_ 
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is proper to 4neehs, holy TibCGubsh, 1] 4p 

ol ane us;''C calls the Angels Morning + 
Stars, Cum me laudarent , when . the 
Morning Scars did: praiſe me together; 
and all the.Sons of God exulted for joy! 
SSt, Hjeroime, Gregory, Bede, and: others, 
bythe Morning Stars underſtand «the 
 Amgels which! are - faid ro be; Morning 
Stars, becauſe from the very beginning, 
as ſoon as they were Created, the firſt 
thing they perfqrmed; was to praiſe God: 
Alaſt- reaton) of theſe Morning prayers 
may: he. bezauſe: they are not {a-fabject 
to diſtrations, being perfarmed before 
we be ingaged in other things; and pre- 
venting alt affairs; they an: 2 giitious 
influence upon OR wedo - 
day follow.ng; ta-.diredt.Iit aright to. the 
| Am pak of God oy thus 
every god work' may. be fitted aPrayet 
Draper iris done, in vertue of precedent 
3 . and ſ\o.ofe: may pray; al the 
eons — Haro ſome gobd:or other 

penertiged f Prayers, | -.. 

12 Swill;conblie- this wah that of So 
forbons f.Eedeſs g. 7 The MHANIebY 
Þ git 


give his heart, toxeſort early to our Lord 
that mide him, and will pray before the 

I have been ſomthing tedious about 
this Tnterivur and Spiritual Prayer, be- 
cauſe of the great neceflity ofit, to re-) 
yulate and. preſerve a ſpiritual life, and 
becauſe ic is ſo muclinegleced intheſe 
EMesS« 


The | laſt: Means to. Preſerve and En- 
creaſe 4 Chriftian Life in'us, 4s '4. 
Devout' Frequentine of the Sacred 
Enc harift.; @ | 4 


This appears clear] the Words 
of ' our” Theſes part: 4 p- St, Fohn, - 
[C. 6.7] ,2ut manducat me, ipſe vivet |}. 
on r7 z: he who eats me, ſhall-hive ' 

y.me3'+for! which Reaſon the Anti- 
| ent -Affrican' Chriſtians . called :: this Y 
Miſtery' Zifez as St. Auguſtin relates 
of them. F'8. Aug. de: pec. merit. lib. 1. 
c-24.] . becauſe he- gives himſelf. here 
' £0. every! one” in - particular, -to retider 
him” Partaker of his Divine Life. bx 
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this reaſon 'Paſchacivs compares . this 
Sarrament,'to'the Tree of Life, planted 
in'Paradice, - to preſerye.:and-prolong 
the Life of Man. 'And to fignifie:thus 
much, it is inſtituted :under'the forms 
of Bread and Wine; to inform- us, that 


- it producerh the ſame-effe@s,:in order 


10a Spiritual Life, as theſe Elements do, 
about'the Corporal Life 'of Manz for 
which, itis ſtiled by St. - Cyprian: [St. 


Cypr. Ser. de Iaps.de cana dom.” Ep. 54:7] 


a Celeſtial YViand,thealiment of Immor- 
tality, a' Divine Nouriſhmeat;  :So the 


©, grace of the Euchariſt, is propetly.nou- 
''Y riſhing Grace, becauſe this Sacrament'is 


infticured and ordained,to augment, for- 
tifie- and conſerve the Spiritual Life of 


#F the Soul. -It is.an obſervation of Se; Cyril 


"Cyril. Alexand. lib. 4. in Joan. (that 
Te Bleed $ aviouy oli = 
ing of Miracles, uſed the Application 
of his Sacred Body ;, as when he. would 
cure the-infirm, or raiſe the Dead, he 
touched them with his Hands, to ſhew 
that his'Fleſh united with the [Divinity 


-Kjvifica efſet : had a vivificativeVertue 


MD 1 


Frog) 
in it. © That which he did viſibly in the 

wortd; he doth invifbly by Grace im 
this Surrgment; and by the Real Pre- 
ſence. of his Body in this Miftery, By 
which Union with him, we receive in 
2 moſt; excellent and .abundanc- man- 
ner, - the Communication of his Life 
and: Spirit. We: are incorporate here, 
- and made one Body with him, to the 
end that we. live by him, as St Au» 
guſtine affirms, {.St, 4wg- trad. 26 5% 
Foan,'] This Sacred Encharift renders 
we firong in Dangers, conſtant in La-' 
bonrs, patient in. Afflittions, it expels - 
humane Fears, and exceedingly con- 
firms the Heart of Mans . and was live- 
1y repteſented by the Bread which: Elizs 
receivedifrom the Angel; by the vertie 
of which, he: walked through the 'de- 
ſert to Oreb, the Mount of God, Dawid 
fhadowed it ont, in_that of the 22, 
Pſalm, paraſti menſain* thou haſt pre- 
.pareda Table before me, againſt all that 
trouble me; and whatother Table-can 
he mean, bur! this, which Chriſt hack 
aces adds ant hay.” 
it < er 


_ Crog] 
Table Gan -fortify him- againſt all 
his Enemies, butthis, wherein. is eaten 
Fortitudp Gentium, the Fortitude of the 
Gentiles? hence St. Chryſoſtome ſaich, * 
chat we: ſhould depart from this Table, 
Tanquim tepnts,as generousLyons brea- 
ching Flanies of Fire, and become ter- 
rible unto the Devils, The reaſon why 
this Celeſtial Food, Armeth our Souls 
againſt all che-aſſaules of our Enemies, 
may be eaſily conceived by this, for ir 
would- little avail a Soe/dier Armed 
' without, if he were deſtitute'of natural 
Force and Strength of Body to man« 
nage his Weapons ,, if for Hanger his 
Vial Spirits failed, if he were {ſo weak 
that he 'conld nor ſtrike a Blow: there- 
fore Mead is neceflary to reſtore his loft 
Forces, and confequently ro Arm him 
within, againſt che Troops of his Ene- 
mies: Solikewiſe Internally, :dorh this 
Holy #nchargft forify us 'by Spiritual 
atttenciod.and vital Suftenration; againſt 
| *our phoſtly Foess therefore Creſt ſaith, 
Care mea vere eff cribs, my Fleſh is 
Meat indeed. To fiznifie this, thie "YE 
UEEE ce 


[m0] © 

cell of Trent Seſſ.13. c.2.] would have 
this. Sacrament” receaved, as" Spiritual 
Food, to- Noutiſh and ſtrengthen the 
Soul; and as an Antidote, . to free us 
from venial Sins, and preſerve us from 
. Mortals. ' Hence the African Council, 
as St. Cyprian relates, though it had de- 
termined, the Zucharift not to be given 
to thoſe, who had denyed their Faith 
in Perſecution, unleſs it were in caſe 
of Neceſſity or Infirmity, yet a new 
Perſecution ariling, they. Decreed ir 
to be Adminiſtred to ſuch, left they 
ſhould fail in the. profeſſion of their 
Faith, by Torments. Such fortifyingVer- 
rue they attributed to it, a5" St, Cyprian 
Affirms; tliat he is not ſufficiently pre- 
' pared to ſiiffer Martyrdom, : 2ui ab Ec- 
cleſia non armatur ad pralium 3 who by 
this means, is not Armed by the 
Church-to Combare. againſt the Ene- 
mies of. it.” Inthis Sacrament, we do not 
not only receave an excreeſe of Santi- 
tying grace,but in conſequence of our 
communions, . the Divine providence - 
js, as-it were obliged, to give us 4c- 
7 _— 


tuall graces; lights, motives,. inſpirge 
tions to aſſiſt us, and further-us in 
good, for the future; why. ſ0# be- 
cauſe this Sacrament is- inftituted to 
conſerve, and encreaſe the Spiritual 
life of the ſoul; And becauſe, the 
means neceſſary to make this encreas; 
and eſtabliſh perſeverance,is the exer- . 
ciſe of holy actions, and the-pyaRiſe 
of good works ; of which pe 9751 we 
have aſſurance, by vertue of this $4- 
crament, if we will worthily cooperate 
with them, and conſerve them in.our 
hearts, to make them eternally pro- 
fitable: for which reaſon; itis Stiled 
by our B. Saviour, Food, qui permanet 
' ih wvitam &4terjiam, Which remains: to 
life eternal, Do not think therefore, 
that the Blood of Chriſt works ouly in 
our hearts, in time of Communion, 
or whilſt ic remains in'us really, ute- - 
der the form of the Sacrament, [but 
that it alſo. preſents us an. erernal 
fecundity and motive to-good\works, 
which St. Aaguſtine expreſſethby this 
fimilicudez:The command which God 

OE Gao 
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gave.to the earth in the begining, to 
produce” herbs and fruits, was not only 
operative fer then, but that ſame im- 
ous works, for all enſuing Ages , in 
o'much, that the produdtions, which 
we ſee in order of the Nature; are 
but Explications of that firſt Word 
Germinet terra, Let the Barth bring 
forth : [Gem 1,7] So the Communion 

we Receive, is a Secret -imprefliot 
and tacite Command , which - Jeſus 
Chriſt made; - to produce the Fruits 
of good Works in us, ' Germints ter- 
#4 Let the Earth, watered: and 
made Fruitfyl, by my. Blood, thus 
bring forthz nor do theſe impreflions 
only work, diring theſe pretious'M6- 
taencs: of his Reall Preſence in us ; 
bat they extend their - Aivity ; 
through the teſt of our Life, ſo thar 
all che a&ions of a Chriſtian, onghe 
_ to be explicdcions,; andifiving-inter- 
pretations, of this: Sabfiſtant: Ford, 
and Zife, which Foſs -Chrif leaves 
in us. This is the opinion-of St. Be 
 werd, fayings $iquis vtftriim 5 if any 
one 
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one of you finds not, in himſelf, -ſuch 
violent motions of Anger, Envy; Luſt; 
& the like, ler h'm give thanks to the By; 
dy and Blood of Chriſt;becauſe the yertue 
of the: $acr ament.works'in him. Is it,not 
now reaſonable thatyou live and work - 
as true Chriſtians, after having' recet- 
ved. in. you ; ſach a fruitful principle, 
cauſe and.root of good. Radicati in ipſo * 
[ Col.-2.Jrooted thus in him 2. If- there 
be: angr thing, can give us aſſurance 0 
'the. efficacy of this $dcrament inus, it 
is the' exerciſe of good, works and a:ver- 
ruous life; one knows 4. tree by the frait.of 
it 5 and -you know,if you have effeRive- 
ly. xzeceived this. Sacrament ," bythe 
works it cauferh you; to. produce.jn,yots 
Liveszſo you may therefore ſufpe&yonr 
Commugions,  when' they .produce not 
{ach. Fruits in you, Upon which St;Perer 
L Ep. 't, 2+] Exhorts us,: to affure our 
Vocation by zood Works, which parti- 
cularly is underſtood of the grace of this 
Miſtery, Ta mn * ro aL 

_ Receiying in-our hearts the Life-of 
our Saviour, being aſſured of His Pre- 
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ſence;and of our Obligations ea do good 
F works; which _iffver the forundiey 
of this Cauſe, the power of Succours, 
the efficacity of -Morives here, which we 
have in chis Miſtery, is it not ſtrange 
to fee (o little fruit produced by this a- 
 mongſt Chriſtians © There is nothing ſo 
cortimon' as the uſe 'of the Euchariſt, 
Prieſts (ay - Maj \evary day's '2 great 
patt 'of' Chxiftdatrs "Communicate once 
Month, many ofmer. And nagwith- 


Manners which ſhould follow'this ope- 
ratrive Life received, chis powerful 
principle and cayſe 'of Grace-? you 
may {ee Dames, who 'make profeſion, 


often:to - approach this Holy . 
andyec ably ate not by this leſs rater, 
in-their "afkons, or leſs vain in their 
Converſations z nor are they more de- 
vour, or more charitable 3 -which gives 
occaſion to Horeticks to judgamiſs of 
. our Faith z. and to: Libertines, to blame 
the frequent uſe of this Sacrament, 
from whence. then proceeds this pro- 
digious ſterility amongſt COT in a 
s | acra- 


ſtanding this, where is the Sanity of |} 


Een...” 


Sacrament fo frail --} erative 7 Ie \. >; 
is not. the fault of the ves e of it, be- 
cauſe we received the ſelf-ſame, which: 
produced the courdge of Martyrs-and 
Sanity of the Church, Sure we ought 
ro accuſe our ſelves as defeRive cay 
by putting obſtacles to the effedsof 
for 0 ye {oy libefty a) ce — er un- 
profitable all the cauſes © pre- 
ſented unto us. - The p:ecious Body and 
Blood of Chrift res an 'EXErear ON ih 
clination to ſave us, an infinite Y ht 
to confer Graces and Succours 'z 2:4 
in the mean while,” we 0 oy Obſtacts BY”. 
to them ; and offer 'violence to Chi 
himſelf in this Miſtery : This may hap- 
pa divers ways : Firſt, it raay be, we | 
-not neceſſary diſpoſitions tq_ + 
render this S4crament efficatiouss _ 
but rather we xeceive it in the ſtate of 
Mortal Sin, and chus' trample the. preti- 
ous Body and Blood of Chriſt ander -our 
ſeet; he gives' us his Sacred Boay to be. 
the Means and Cauſe of Grace, and we . 
by 4 $acrilegiovws Communion make the 
ſame Body the Inftrument of our Sin; 


I and 
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icrament of Love, 


much as we can affure our ſelves, yet 
we come with a certain' tepidity and 
nepligence which hinder us from re- 
ivins the fervour of Charity, and the 
age quality of Grace, which gives 
”  notonly the Power, but the Inclinations 
= ana*Motions t9 good works. And a- 
"Pain, If we are well diſpoſed, and re- 
ceive an encreaſe of SanQifying Grace, 
and by the vertue of our Communions, 
Godgives us the Succours of atF ual Gr a- 
"Ces; We may put. another Obſtacle to 
a, their efficacy , in not cooperating with 
©» them, by not (econding their/influen- 
ces, bur rather refuſing their impreſſi- 
ons; and therefore no wonder if our 
Communions are ſo unproficable, ' And 

; thus truly one may ſay ofus in this con- 
dition, as St. Pawl (aid of the Infidels, 
Feritatem acti in injuſtitia detinent , 
© 40 praltS Rom. 


- 


as i a3 
FRom. 1.7 they detain, 
in oy . Feſus Chriſt, the 
which we have received in' Ce 
on, his Grace, his Lights, and his 
rations, we hold Captives in our hearts$ '- 
and commit a high injuſtice by hindting © 
them from produceing their effe&s-in 3 
US, - | 38. 4 
A Laſt Reaſon of this ſterility may 
be, becauſe weronſider not the Commur- 
nion we have made, nor the Obligati-  * 
ons it impoſeth on: us, to render' them 
effications, After the «ſe of Conmmu-. 
ni0n, we ſhould often think of it, and a- 
moneſt the occaſions of fin, or doing of / 
00d, we ſhould receive this Sacrament 
Spiritual, in our minds, ſaying \," "be 
pleaſed my$Saviour,that I do nat any thing 
.#nworthy your Pretious Blood 5, Live in 
me continually by your holy operations, 
that T may one day receive from your 
hands, the recompence of it in glory, Tt 
is St. Chryſoſtom's Advice and Councel, 
. F Hom. 60, adpop.)] to confider this opr 
dignity in the occations of fin, to the end 
that ſuch a conſideration may ſerve us ag 


\ « 


not is excuſatio [4 
; can we ONE” that being 
xs of ſuch Ayſferies, we'commir 
Crimes ? » So'the Holy Father far- 
« NEE that we ought 
0 <p Vertuous before and af- 
Zr Communion; before, to render us 
” "wo - hy 1. Pes Bohn after, 

- NOc-1 appear. unwotthy. of. having re- 
, ceived i i,z Ape, by, chu means , = 
| F; | "apy LE will produce in us Perſe- 
© werance-in Grace, and Confummation 
of a Spiritual Life, which is the laſt ed 
of the $4rrament, and the Object of our 
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